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HOTLINE FOR FALL FOLIAGE COLOR OPEN FOR PUBLIC USE
WASHINGTON, Sept. 20, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that USDA’s Forest Service fall color hotline is now available for national forest visitors to receive weekly updates of fall foliage changes across the nation.

“Many visitors come to the national forests each autumn to see nature’s canvas of colors,” said Veneman.  “Our national forests are some of the best places to view the magical scenery of the season’s colors.  This hotline will help visitors find the best spots to experience the fall season.”

The peak season for fall viewing in national forests begins in September and continues through early November.  Timing and length of the fall color season, however, are affected by weather.

Leaves change color because chlorophyll pigments that causes the green color break down as light and temperature levels decline in the fall.  This loss of green reveals yellow pigments that are always in the leaf, but are usually hidden by the green.  Red pigments are more sporadically produced in leaves, but often become more prominent following environmental stress.  Because of the drought conditions this year, the color change may peak earlier, provoking greater red pigment production and intensifying fall color displays.

The toll-free fall color hotline can be accessed at (800) 354-4595.  An automated voice system will greet callers with weekly updates on peak color changes in different regions of the country.  This same information is available at the Forest Service’s Web site: http://www.fs.fed.us/news/fallcolors.

The Forest Service hotline will be available through mid-November.
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