[image: image1.jpg]== NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture » Office of Communications « 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1300 » Voice: (202) 720-4623 + Email: oc.news@usda.gov + Web: http:/www.usda.gov





Release No. 0413.02

Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623

George Chartier (202) 720-8998

 

FARMERS MARKETS CONTINUE TO INCREASE NATIONWIDE
 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 30, 2002 –– The U.S. Department of Agriculture today reported that the number of farmers markets in the nation has increased nearly 80 percent since 1994, according to data published in the National Directory of Farmers Markets 2002. 

 

The directory, published every two years by USDA, shows 3,137 farmers markets currently operating in the United States.  This compares to 1,755 farmers markets operating in 1994; 2,410 in 1996; 2,746 in 1998; and 2,863 in 2000.

 

“The increasing popularity of farmers markets may be attributed to the fact that they provide an integral linkage between farms and urban communities,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “Direct marketing enables farmers to supplement their incomes while giving consumers access to locally grown, farm‑fresh products.  Farmers markets also help educate consumers about the important role agriculture plans in our daily lives.”

 

A ready source of fresh daily produce can be found at the nation’s thousands of neighborhood farmers markets.  This is good news for consumers as they try to reach the goal of the national 5-A-Day program, which encourages all Americans t eat five to nine servings of fruits and vegetables a day.  Information about the program, promoted by USDA and the Department of Health and Human Services, can be found at http://www.5aday.gov.

 

An up‑to‑date listing of farmers markets and related facts can be found at USDA’s Farmers Markets Web site: http://www.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets. A print edition of the directory will be available in December and can be requested from the Web site.

 

Farmers markets are defined as more than one farmer or vendor using a common facility on a recurring basis with an emphasis on the sale of fresh farm products and other locally produced items. USDA gathers information on farmers markets by contacting individual markets along with representatives of the state‑level farmers market and direct marketing community.

 

More information on farmers markets is available by contacting: Errol R. Bragg, AMS Room 2646‑S, USDA Stop 0269, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC  20250‑0269; phone:  202‑720‑8317; fax 202‑690-0031; or e‑mail: errol.bragg@usda.gov 
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