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National Research, Extension, Education and Economics Advisory Board Expands; NEW MEMBER APPOINTED

WASHINGTON, Oct. 18, 2002—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman  today announced the expansion of the National Research, Extension, Education, and Economics advisory board  from 30 to 31 members.  Dr. John Abernathy, dean, college of agricultural sciences and natural resources, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, has been appointed to serve as the 31st member of the board.  


The original 30 member board was established under the 1996 farm bill to advise the Secretary, land-grant colleges and universities on the highest priorities for agricultural research, education and extension.  

The 2002 farm bill legislation reauthorized the advisory board until Sept. 30, 2007 and added a new member category to the existing 30 membership slots.  Abernathy will serve as the representative for a non-land grant college or university with a historic commitment to research in food and agricultural sciences.


“We’re especially pleased that Dr. Abernathy  will be joining the advisory board,” said Veneman.  “His knowledge and expertise will help strengthen the perspective of the board on non-land grant colleges and universities actively engaged in food and agricultural research.”


The composition of the expanded board includes representation of the following agriculture related categories.  They include:

-farm cooperatives,

-national science societies,

-human health associations,

-food retailing and marketing interests,

-national forestry groups, 

-national crop commodity organizations,

-private sector organizations involved in international development, and transportation of food and agricultural products to domestic and foreign markets, 

-the 1862, 1890 and 1994 land-grant institutions,

-and the new category for a non-land grant college or university.


Earlier this month, Veneman announced the appointment of 11 members to the board.  Those appointees will fill membership slots that expired Sept. 30, 2002. 


The next advisory board meeting is scheduled for Oct. 28-30, 2002 in Washington, D.C.
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