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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES IN DELAWARE, GEORGIA, ILLINOIS, INDIANA, MARYLAND, NEW JERSEY, OHIO AND PENNSYLVANIA AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS 

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive Emergency Farm Loans

WASHINGTON, Oct. 18, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency disaster declarations in areas hit hard by drought, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today designated all of Delaware and Ohio, as well as most of Georgia, Maryland, New Jersey, Illinois, Indiana and Pennsylvania as agricultural disaster areas.  

“This administration remains committed to providing assistance to America’s agricultural producers as quickly as possible,” said Veneman.  “As drought persists, we continue to use all available programs in order to aid farmers and ranchers.”

Delaware and Ohio

All three of Delaware’s counties have been declared primary agricultural disaster areas due to drought that has been ongoing since Jan. 1, 2002.  In addition, all of Ohio’s 88 counties have been declared primary disaster areas due to drought that has been ongoing since March 1, 2002.  Because all the counties in both states have received primary designations, qualifying livestock producers may enroll in the Livestock Compensation Program, or LCP.

On Oct. 1 sign-up began for LCP, which made available $752 million for cattle, sheep, goats and buffalo producers in counties that have received a Secretarial primary disaster designation after Jan. 1, 2001 due to drought.  A county that has a Secretarial disaster designation request pending for drought as of Sept. 19, 2002, and is subsequently approved as a primary county, will be eligible.  
Georgia

Except for Long and McIntosh Counties, all Georgia counties are eligible for USDA emergency farm loans due to drought that has been ongoing since Jan. 1, 2002.  Counties designated contiguous disaster counties include Bibb, Camden, Crawford, Early, Evans, Glynn, Liberty, Peach, Tattnall and Wayne.  The remaining 147 counties in Georgia have received primary disaster designations, and are thereby also eligible for enrollment in LCP.
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Illinois

In Illinois, counties named primary disaster areas include Alexander, Bond, Boone, Calhoun, Clark, Clay, Clinton, Coles, Cook, Crawford, Cumberland, De Kalb, Du Page, Edgar, Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, Franklin, Gallatin, Greene, Grundy, Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Jersey, Johnson, Kane, Kendall, La Salle, Lake, Lawrence, Lee, Madison, Marion, Massac, McHenry, Monroe, Montgomery, Ogle, Perry, Piatt, Pope, Pulaski, Randolph, Richland, Saline, Scott, Shelby, St. Clair, Union, Wabash, Washington, Wayne, White, Will and Williamson Counties.  Contiguous counties include Bureau, Carroll, Champaign, Christian, De Witt, Douglas, Kanakee, Livingston, Macon, Macoupin, Marshall, McLean, Morgan, Moultrie, Pike, Putnam, Sangaman, Stephenson, Vermilion, Whiteside, Winnebago and Woodford.  This designation has been made in response to an ongoing drought that began Jan. 1, 2002.  While all listed counties are eligible for emergency farm loans, only producers in counties with primary designations may enroll in LCP.

Indiana


Most of Indiana suffered from severe drought conditions from early June through August.  As a result damages and losses due to the drought occurred in 74 counties and these counties are designated as drought disaster areas.  Counties named as primary disaster counties include Adams, Allen, Bartholomew, Blackford, Brown, Clark, Clay, Crawford, Daviess, Dearborn, Decatur, DeKalb, Delaware, Dubois, Elkhart, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, Fulton, Gibson, Grant, Greene, Hamilton, Hancock, Harrison, Henry, Huntington, Jackson, Jay, Jefferson, Jennings, Johnson, Knox, Kosciusko, LaGrange, Lake, LaPorte, Lawrence, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Martin, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Ohio, Orange, Owen, Perry, Pike, Porter, Posey, Randolph, Ripley, Rush, Scott, Shelby, Spencer, St. Joseph, Starke, Steuben, Sullivan, Switzerland, Tipton, Union, Vanderburg, Vermillion, Vigo, Wabash, Warrick Washington, Wayne, Wells and Whitley Counties.  Contiguous Indiana counties include Boone, Cass, Clinton, Fountain, Hendricks, Howard, Jasper, Miami, Newton, Parke, Pulaski, Putnam and Warren.  Although eligible producers in all primary and contiguous counties are eligible for low-interest emergency loans from FSA, only eligible livestock producers in the 74 counties named as primary counties may apply for LCP assistance.
Maryland

With the exception of Garrett County, all Maryland counties including the city of Baltimore are eligible for USDA emergency loans.  Allegany County and the independent city of Baltimore are named as contiguous disaster areas and the remaining 21 counties have received primary disaster designation.  Eligible farmers and ranchers in those 21 counties may enroll in LCP.  This designation is also due to the drought beginning Jan. 1, 2002.

New Jersey

New Jersey counties named primary disaster areas include Atlantic, Bergen, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Essex, Gloucester, Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic, Salem, Somerset, Sussex and Warren Counties.  All contiguous counties in New Jersey have already been designated or named for this same disaster.  Only counties with primary designations may enroll in LCP. 
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Pennsylvania

All counties in Pennsylvania are also eligible for emergency assistance except for Erie and Greene Counties.  Contiguous disaster areas include the counties of Clarion, Crawford, Delaware, Fayette, Jefferson, Mercer, Philadelphia, Tioga, Warren, Washington and Westmoreland.  The remaining 54 Pennsylvania counties have received primary disaster designations and are eligible for LCP.

These designations make all qualified farm operators eligible for low-interest EM loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability. FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  

Since the beginning of the year, USDA has declared several other states, particularly in the western plains and mountain states, as agricultural disaster areas.  USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. Earlier this year, Veneman also announced the authorization of emergency grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres in an effort to provide drought relief in states that were particularly affected by drought over the past year.


Interested farmers may contact their local FSA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1. 
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