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Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman

Regarding U.S. Intent To Initiate Free Trade

Negotiations With Australia


"I am pleased with the decision by this Administration to pursue a free trade agreement with Australia.  There is much to gain when global markets are open and competitive.  A potential agreement would further boost the trade of goods and services, as well as enhance job opportunities for both countries.


“As Ambassador Zoellick has said, it will be important in these negotiations to make progress on agricultural issues.  Through these negotiations we must work hard to open and expand U.S. food and agricultural exports to the Australian market.   USDA will continue to work closely with Ambassador Zoellick and his team as negotiations move forward to also address the full range of issues facing U.S. agricultural exports.   

“Australia and the United States have been close allies for many years in the efforts to liberalize global agricultural markets.  An FTA with Australia would strengthen this already close relationship and advance U.S. objectives for the multilateral negotiations currently underway in the World Trade Organization.”
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