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Release No. 0492.02

by

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman

Regarding the Reauthorization of the North American Wetlands Conservation Act

December 2, 2002

“President Bush took another major step today in the effort to protect the environment by signing the reauthorization of the North American Wetlands Conservation Act.

“This legislation will help ensure a clean water supply and provide habitat for wildlife throughout the nation.  Because of this action, USDA and the Interior Department will continue working together to improve millions of acres of wetlands. Since most of nation's wetlands are held privately, reauthorization will provide the federal government the ability to work effectively with landowners, including farmers and ranchers, to better the environment. 

“Since 1991, federal grants under the Act - combined with nonfederal matching funds from sportsmen, state wildlife agencies, conservationists and landowners -- have been used to restore streams and rivers, re-establish native plants and trees, and acquire habitat for threatened and endangered species.

“In signing the bill, President Bush continues this Administration's commitment to maintaining environmental quality for future generations of Americans.  The Act gives government, private landowners, conservation groups and others a chance to work together to help preserve the environment.”
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