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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES in TENNESSEE AND SOUTH DAKOTA AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS 

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive USDA Assistance

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20, 2002 -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today designated 73 counties in Tennessee and one county in South Dakota as primary agricultural disaster areas.  

"This designation will allow producers to receive assistance to help them recover from adverse weather conditions,” said Veneman.  “USDA continues to use all available programs to assist farmers and ranchers during these difficult times."  

The 73 Tennessee counties that are designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by drought, high temperatures, wind and freezes are:  
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In South Dakota the county of Kingsbury is also designated as a primary disaster area due to losses caused by a hailstorm.  This designation makes the contiguous counties of Beadle, Brookings, Clark, Hamlin, Lake, Miner and Sanborn eligible for assistance.  
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These designations make all qualified farm operators eligible for low-interest emergency (EM) loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  

Since the beginning of the year, USDA has declared several other states, particularly in the western plains and mountain states, as agricultural disaster areas.  USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. Earlier this year, Veneman also announced the authorization of emergency grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres in an effort to provide drought relief in states that were particularly affected by drought over the past year.


Interested farmers may contact their local FSA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online at: 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm.

#

