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Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman

On the Passing of Secretary Richard E. Lyng

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, 1986 –1989


“Today, we are deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Dick Lyng, who served this nation as Secretary of Agriculture during the administration of President Ronald Reagan.


“Secretary Lyng was a visionary leader in agriculture who worked passionately on behalf of this nation’s farmers and ranchers.  He was a friend, a mentor and person of great integrity whose insight, candor and wisdom will be sorely missed.


“I join the entire USDA family and agriculture community throughout the nation in offering our deepest sympathies and prayers to the entire Lyng family, particularly his daughters and grandchildren.  


“Secretary Lyng shared many friends and colleagues and touched the lives of so many people. Today while we mourn his loss, we also celebrate a remarkable man and an inspiring life journey.”

#

Lyng, Richard Edmund. Born in San Francisco on June 29, 1918. He graduated from Notre Dame University in 1940. He was president of the Ed J. Lyng Company, a family seed and bean production and processing firm from 1949 to 1967. In 1967, he was appointed the chief deputy director of the California State Department of Agriculture. From March 3, 1969, to January 23, 1973, Lyng was the USDA Assistant Secretary for Marketing and Consumer Services. From 1973 to 1979, he served as President of the American Meat Institute. From February 5, 1981, until January 18, 1985, he served as USDA Deputy Secretary of Agriculture. In 1985 Lyng along with William Lesher formed Lyng and Lesher Inc., an agricultural consulting firm in Washington D.C. On February 22, 1986, he was appointed Secretary of Agriculture, serving until January 20, 1989.

