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“Thank you Secretary Abraham, it’s a great pleasure to be here with so many distinguished guests and to be able to participate in this important event today. 

“The President’s climate change plan recognizes the important role that farms and forests can play in addressing the buildup of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Now some who don’t know the Department of Agriculture might be surprised to hear me say forests but in fact  the U.S. Forest Service is under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  So I’m very happy to be here today to recognize our partners in this effort. 

“The new farm bill, which the President signed last year, provides a strong portfolio of conservation actions. And USDA is requesting through the President’s budget a record level of $3.9 billion to implement these programs in our 2004 budget.  

“The farm bill for the first time contains an energy title recognizing the important role agriculture plays in renewable fuels and biomass. These programs help farmers,  ranchers and small business improve water and air quality produce renewable energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase carbon sequestration.

 “Last February the President challenged businesses to demonstrate leadership in their actions and their commitments.  I am pleased to announce today that members of the American Forest and Paper Association have committed to actions that are expected to improve their greenhouse gas intensity by 12 percent by the year 2012. Through the Sustainable Forest Initiative, American Forest and Paper Association members will sustainably manage 114 million acres of forestlands, making it the largest effort of its kind anywhere in the world. 

“The forest products industry is leading all manufacturing sectors in on-site electricity generation deriving  over half its energy from renewable energy.  Joint industry government research is developing new manufacturing technologies that could make the industry self-sufficient and even a generator of surplus power.  American Forest and Paper Association member’s goals of recovering 50% of paper for recycling will increase sequestration and avoid landfill emissions.
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“We also recognize the efforts today of another USDA partner—the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association members play an important role in serving rural America.  We welcome their participation in the electric power industry’s climate initiative and the Department of Energy’s power partners partnership. They are committed to working with USDA to identify greenhouse gas emissions in rural America. 

“We especially look forward to working with the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association members to breakdown the barriers that farmers and ranchers face in generating renewable power.  America’s landowners can be a source of solar, wind and biomass power.  For example, America’s livestock farmers can produce electricity by installing digesters to treat manure, solving not only waste management problems but producing a “greenhouse- gas-free” source of electricity.  These opportunities can be win-win partnerships for rural utilities. What better way for rural utilities to address climate change than working with America’s rural landowners. 

“Finally, I would like to take a moment to recognize a particular effort from the Edison Electric Institute.  Through the Edison Electric Institute Forest Tree Carbon Company, the Edison Electric Institute members will sequester as much as 2 million tons of carbon dioxide over the life time of the projects. 

“These projects provide multiple environmental and conservation benefits and demonstrate the potential  to all business and industry in partnering with farmers and forest landowners to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The actions announced today are a strong start in meeting the challenges laid out by the President.  These actions demonstrate to our global partners that the U.S. is serious about tackling the long-term challenge of climate change.  The projects initiated serve as examples of the wide array of forestry and agricultural projects that exist within this country.  It can also serve to demonstrate the potential for improving land management to address climate change.

“Thank you very much.”

(Applause.)

