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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING TO IMPROVE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IN MINNESOTA

Veneman Announces Water Improvements in Rural Minnesota Communities

MANKATO, Minn. Feb. 17, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced $3.2 million in water and wastewater facility grants and loans for Minnesota.  The projects will spur economic growth and job creation and eliminate potential environmental and health concerns through building and upgrading water and waste disposal facilities in two counties.

Veneman visited Minnesota today to attend town hall forums with farmers in Mankato and Redwood Falls with Sen. Norm Coleman and Rep. Gil Gutknecht. 


“Rural America needs infrastructure funding to help stimulate local economic activity and address state and local environmental concerns,” said Veneman.  “These grants will help rural families in Minnesota develop and build water and wastewater projects to help meet the needs of the communities.” 

A $682,500 Rural Development loan and grant will help Redwood County build a new wastewater collection and treatment system for the community of Revere. And in Renville County, more than $2.5 million will expand services to homes in Franklin not currently on the wastewater system.

City of Franklin -- $2,596,000 water loan and grant package ($1,296,000 loan and a grant of $1,300,000). Package will expand services to 23 homes not currently on the system. This will reduce flows to a level at which the treatment ponds will be able to handle and eliminate the need to bypass the ponds during high moisture periods.

City of Revere -- $682,500 water loan and grant package ($90,000 loan and $592,500 grant). Financing will help build a new wastewater collection and treatment system, eliminating the individual septic system, and new stabilization ponds to treat the water.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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