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USDA ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE’S EMPLOYEES NAMED “PEOPLE OF THE YEAR” BY PROGRESSIVE FARMER
WASHINGTON, Feb. 19, 2003—Employees of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service have been awarded the prestigious People of the Year Award by Progressive Farmer magazine. 

For the first time in its history, the century-old publication has awarded, not one individual, but all 8,700 employees of APHIS for their service to American agriculture. 

 According to Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman, this award exemplifies USDA’s commitment to meet the ever changing needs and challenges confronting our nation’s agriculture and food supply.   “Devotion, determination and the ability to exceed goals and remain focused on USDA’s mission has earned APHIS this esteemed award,” she said.

APHIS is responsible for protecting U.S. crops and livestock from pests and diseases and for monitoring and promoting wildlife management and animal welfare.  APHIS employees in the United States and in foreign countries are an integral part of USDA's efforts to provide the nation with safe, affordable food and contribute to the improvement of agricultural productivity, the national economy and public health.

 “Our dedicated employees work diligently to ensure that the safety of agriculture and agricultural products is a top priority,” said APHIS Administrator Bobby R. Acord.  “All of us at APHIS are very proud to receive this distinguished honor.”

Progressive Farmer will present APHIS with the award at a ceremony celebrating the agencies’ achievements over the past two years. 
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Note to Reporters: USDA news releases, program announcements and media advisories are available on the Internet.  Access the APHIS home page by pointing your Web browser to:

http://www.aphis.usda.gov and clicking on the "News" button.

