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MODERATOR:  Washington Journal continues.





INTERVIEWER:  As they begin their third year in the Bush administration, we want to welcome to C-SPAN's Washington Journal Gale Norton, the Interior Secretary; Ann Veneman, who is the Secretary of Agriculture; and Christine Todd Whitman, who is the Administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency.





Thank you all for being with us.





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Pleasure.





SECRETARY NORTON:  You're welcome.





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  You're welcome.





INTERVIEWER:  Governor Whitman, I want to read to you what you had said to the New York Times recently in asking what the test is on environmental issues with regard to how the Bush administration is doing.  Is the air cleaner, is the water purer, and is the land better protected?  Two years after Governor Bush became President, how do you answer that?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  I'd say, yes.  Obviously, from the kinds of regulations that we have implemented to the policies, the environment engenders a lot of emotion, and you can never do enough for some, and you're always doing too much and getting in the way of progress for others.  So that's why I believe the measurement really has to be are we seeing more fishable, drinkable, swimmable rivers?  Are we seeing fewer days when people can't go outside because of the air quality?





Those things take time to make a difference and when you--to change--and when you look at the regulations we've put in place on diesel rule, you look at the work that we have done together with agriculture, for instance, on our concentrated animal feeding lot, which is what gets put into the waters from the major farms and producers, when you look at the work that's being done to ensure healthy forests, if you look, if you honestly look at this administration's environmental policies, you will see that at the end of our term, we will be able to say that.





Again, it's tough to say today.  We know things are getting better.  We the air is cleaner, we know the water is purer; we know people are getting more sensitive and protecting the land better.  We still need to do more, we need to do a lot more, but we are doing it.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Norton, what is the biggest challenge?  Where does most of the work need to focus on?





SECRETARY NORTON:  I think we need to change our approach on environmental issues and move away from confrontation into cooperative approaches.  We can do so much if we tap into the love that people have for the land and wildlife.  We have a number of new programs that focus on that, that build partnerships for taking care of wetlands, and river front areas, and the wildlife habitat, and those are ways in which we can make Americans respond to the idea of being citizen stewards, to really take personal responsibility for protecting the environment.





INTERVIEWER:  We're going to get to your phone calls.  The numbers will be on your screen.  We'll also take your e-mails at journal@cspan.org.





Secretary Ann Veneman, of the Agriculture Department, we invited the three of you here because all three of you head up different agencies or departments, but there's overlapping jurisdictions.  Can you explain?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, we do have a number of overlapping jurisdictions.  We, in the Department of Agriculture, of course, have the Forest Service, and we have a tremendous amount of overlap with the Interior Department.  We're working closely with both agencies, but particularly Interior, on fighting the tremendous wildland fires that we saw last year, the President's Healthy Forests Initiative, where we're trying to make sure we actively manage the forest for the future and to prevent the kind of forest fires, as Governor Whitman said, things like the CAFO rules and environmental issues that apply to farmers.





We have a number of new authorities that we got in the farm bill last year that the administration really worked for.  We have about an 80-percent increase in funding for conservation on working farmlands and a lot of those programs have some overlap.  For example, the EQIP program, as it's called, helps us help farmers comply with things like the new CAFO regulations that Governor Whitman talked about.





INTERVIEWER:  Let's put this in terms of numbers and look at the three departments or agencies, and their current budgets and what's expected for the upcoming fiscal year.





First, with the Interior Department, the upcoming budget is expected to be about $10.7 billion from $10.6 over the current fiscal year.  The Agriculture Department is requesting a budget of $74 billion for the upcoming fiscal year, and the EPA has a budget of about $7.6 billion, which is slightly less than what you're spending today.





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, that's because what you do every year it happens that the Congress puts in special programs in which they have an interest, but don't represent our actual base programs.





Our budget is really up about $10 million.  It's not a huge amount, but I think in this day and age, when you see all of the pressures for homeland security and defense that are needed, the fact that we are maintaining a stable budget and, in fact, going up a little bit speaks volumes about this President's commitment to the environment.  But the less number is just backing out some of those special interest programs or the Christmas tree ornaments that get put on every budget by Congressional interests.





INTERVIEWER:  Governor Christy Todd Whitman, Ann Veneman, the Agriculture Secretary, and Gale Norton, the Interior Secretary, all three with us till the top of the hour.





Los Angeles, good morning.





CALLER:  Good morning, and good morning, ladies.  Thank you all for your service.





I think what I wanted to ask about is what I see as the politicization of the environmental movement.  I think that all of us want cleaner air, want nicer land, but I think there is a fringe part of the movement that sees nothing more than political opportunity in this.  For example, trying to keep the forests from being thinned out, there was a great outrage over proposals to do that.  Yet, when Senator Daschle did exactly that in South Dakota, there was no criticism whatsoever.





Also, I was wondering why I haven't heard anything about the sweetheart deal that was given to Homestake Mining in South Dakota.  Any environmental problems that they cause are going to be footed by the United States taxpayers.





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you, caller.





Gale Norton?





SECRETARY NORTON:  I don't know about the South Dakota mining deal, but I do know that there are a great many ways in which we do see politics enter into environmental decisions that really stem from some people that need to make their funding through fundraising, and so they have an incentive to increase the conflicts in the discussion about things.





When you really get people to sit down at the table and talk to each other about how to solve problems, then you see a tremendous stripping away of that political rhetoric, and people really focus on how to resolve the issues.  I think that is really a healthy result.





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  I think it's also important to note that we have looked at the environment and the argument over the environment as a zero sum gain for so many years now.  It was always perceived, and it was framed, the discussion was framed in a way that said someone has to lose for someone to win; that it's impossible to have a thriving economy and a healthy environment.





And, in fact, the exact opposite is true, and that's really what this President and all of us are bringing to the table; the fact, and I know it as a governor because I was able to do it, you can have a cleaner, healthier environment, and a thriving economy, and in fact the environment needs the money that is thrown off by a healthy economy to invest in new technology, and to invest in preserving land in the same way that there isn't a country in the world or a municipality or state in the world that is going to thrive economically if their environment is not good and healthy for the people who live there.





INTERVIEWER:  Why does the Agriculture Department deal with logging issues?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, the Forest Service has been a part of the Department of Agriculture basically since its beginning in the early 1900s.  Teddy Roosevelt felt that that was the appropriate place because the forests have been used as multiple-use areas around the country, where we have had logging from public lands, we've had recreation, we've had multiple use in the national forests, and so they've traditionally, and always been, a part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.





But, again, we work very closely with the Interior Department because we do have most of the public lands between our two departments, and we continue to fight the forest fires together, to plan together, and to work together on all of these issues.





INTERVIEWER:  We'll take this call and come back to you in a moment.





Jefferson City, Missouri, good morning.


CALLER:  Good morning.





INTERVIEWER:  Go ahead with your question or comment.





CALLER:  My first question is to Christine Todd Whitman.  Your question to her this morning was is the air more clean and is the water more clean than it was two years ago before President Bush came into office, and she said that, yes, it is.





My question is, is it still going to be cleaner, is the air going to be cleaner, is the water going to be cleaner when the economy starts moving again?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Absolutely, and that's one of the most important things actually that we're doing.  And the President has in his primary environmental legislative initiative for this session of Congress is something called Clear Skies.





Clear Skies is an enhancement to the current Clean Air Act and would establish a mandatory reduction of 70 percent for the utilities of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and mercury over the next 10 years.  That would result in a 35- million-ton reduction of those three emissions, more than we would get under the current Clean Air Act.





It's based on a program that we know works, something that we run from the Agency called the Acid Rain Trading Program.  That Acid Rain Trading Program has reduced sulphur going into our lakes, sulphur deposition, by over 40 percent.  It has occurred without our having to bring any kind of enforcement actions because what we did is we established a standard.





Instead of going facility-to-facility, smokestack-to-smokestack, what we've said is this is the industry cap.  You figure out how to get there in a way that keeps you competitive, keeps the American people with an affordable and steady flow of energy, but at the same time reduces the impact on the environment, and it will do it, it will help health, it will help the environment overall at reducing acid rain.  Those are the three worst pollutants that are released by power plants.





The same thing is true; we talked a little earlier about the Concentrated Animal Feeding Lot Regulations that we have passed, working with the Department of Agriculture.  It will vastly reduce nitrogen, for instance, going into our rivers and our watersheds from farming.





So we are continuing to move ahead with aggressive regulations.  We have new aggressive regulations on cleaning up diesel fuel, which again will help the atmosphere.  It's very important that we understand that we are moving ahead.  We will have cleaner air, purer water and better-protected land.





Brownfields is the first piece of legislation the President signed as an environmental piece of legislation that helps clean up abandoned sites throughout our nation.





We're working on every front.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Norton, this e-mail from H.L. Morgan who says, "I live in California, and I want to know when are we going to have off-shore oil fields set off-limits to developers?"





SECRETARY NORTON:  The President has made clear that he has a moratorium in mind for any future leasing off-shore California and the other states that do not want to see oil and gas activities off-shore.  And so we have supported that and will continue to work with the states on those programs.





There are existing leases that go back 30 years or so that we are trying to deal with at this point.





INTERVIEWER:  Very briefly, for all three of you, what is your background?





SECRETARY NORTON:  I was attorney general for the State of Colorado, and previously did natural resources and environmental law.





INTERVIEWER:  Ann Veneman?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  I was in the U.S. Department of Agriculture for a number of years in both the Reagan and Bush administrations, ending up as deputy secretary.  I then was Secretary of Agriculture in California, which is the largest agriculture state in the country, and am a lawyer by training.





INTERVIEWER:  And Christy Todd Whitman, prior to being governor, what's your background?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  I was President of the New Jersey State Board of Public Utilities, and I worked in the state.  I headed up an organization, I headed up our charitable board, one of our charitable organizations in the state, and so I did a lot of that type of work before I was governor for seven years.





INTERVIEWER:  Next call from your home state.  Trenton, New Jersey, good morning.





CALLER:  Yes, thank you, Steve.





Please allow me a follow-up.  This is for Secretary Whitman.


Ms. Whitman, in 1992, drug manufacturers removed mercury from dog vaccines, and in 2001, Dr. Jeff Bradstreet presented to the IOM a study of 191 children with autism that had documented levels 500 times greater than those of children without autism, and in 2002, the FDA recalled a mercury-containing horse drug because it posed a danger to humans.





INTERVIEWER:  Caller, I promise I'll give you a follow-up.  What's your question?





CALLER:  My question, for the secretary, is why has the administration allowed mercury to remain in children's vaccines, and why did it hold onto a nine-month EPA study, edit out all information about thimerosal in children's vaccines--





INTERVIEWER:  Stay on the line.  We'll get a response.





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  First of all, we didn't edit out a whole bunch of stuff, and we didn't hold onto a study.  This was the second children's health study done by the Agency.  The first one was done in 2000.  This one was out in 2003.  For government agencies, those are pretty responsive time frames, but in fact this one was much more comprehensive than the first one.





And for the first time--the first study didn't even talk about mercury--this is the first time that we have talked about mercury.  We have shown the levels of concern that we have, and we have said we need to know more, though, about the pathways of how that mercury is getting into the bloodstream, and this is particularly women of child-bearing years, where we saw 9 percent of the women of child-bearing years had elevated levels of mercury in their blood, and that is of great concern to us.





That is why we have worked with the medical industry; we have worked with the medical waste incineration and the municipal waste incineration to reduce their mercury emissions by 90 percent.  That's why we're continuing to work with the medical industry to try to figure out new ways to take mercury out of the stream.  We are being very aggressive in that, and we will continue.





However, we also need to know more about how that mercury is getting into the bloodstream.  Is it simply from ingesting the fish?  Is it through what you seem to be implying it's through vaccinations?  We just don't know enough to make that link, but we do know that mercury is bad, and we are seeing more of it, and we are concerned about that.





So we are continuing to be aggressive, looking at all the different ways, based on sound science, that we can get mercury out of the waste stream.


INTERVIEWER:  Caller, we have to move on.  Do you want a quick follow-up?





CALLER:  Yes.  Can you tell me then why the Bush administration went into federal court to ask that all documents relating to mercury in children's vaccines be sealed from the public indefinitely?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  I can't answer that.  It wasn't anything that we did.  That probably would have been the Department of Health and Human Services, but I haven't even heard of that.  I haven't heard that that has occurred.





INTERVIEWER:  This viewer from Massachusetts, Secretary Norton, e-mails, "Shame, shame, shame, that about sums up your job performance, all of you.  While Bush is in denial about global warming, we have proof everywhere on this planet that the planet is warming up.  And why, after 100 years of using oil and putting a man on the moon, we cannot come up with better uses of energy, especially hydrogen?"





SECRETARY NORTON:  We are working on a number of ways to use 21st century technology to address our problems.





The President just announced the Hydrogen Fuels Initiative that will couple with an already ongoing car initiative that will really move us in the direction of having automobiles powered by fuel cells that will move us away from our current use of the regular gasoline engines.





In the renewables area, the Department of Interior just finished the first study of renewables on the public lands.  We're working toward more wind energy.  We already do about half the geothermal energy in this country, and we're moving toward more sites.





We are working in a number of different ways to enhance the use of renewable vehicles within the Department.  We are one of the strongest users of solar energy in the country, and so we are making tremendous strides on that front.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Veneman, this is a follow-up e-mail from Marilyn Flint from New York who says, "The Carter administration supported production of alcohol, a clean-burning fuel that takes alcohol from grain before it is used to feed livestock.  Brazil proved this an effective way to lessen dependence on foreign oil.  Why does this administration refuse to support this alternative?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, it's absolutely untrue.  In fact, this administration has been very, very supportive of ethanol and other renewable fuels from agricultural products.





The President initiated the first-ever energy plan in a generation, which focused as one of its areas on renewable fuels.  The President has consistently supported ethanol as an alternative.  It is something that the administration has continued to support, and in fact we support a renewable fuel standard in the energy bill that was introduced in the Congress last year.





So I'm a little perplexed by why the writer of that e-mail thinks that this administration is not supportive of these alternative fuels because we've been very supportive.





We estimate that this year about 10 percent of our overall corn crop in the United States will go into the production of ethanol, and that's a huge jump from just a few years back.  And so we're very supportive of this technology and think it's a very important way that we should proceed in the future, both for our farmers that are involved in participating and for a cleaner environment.





INTERVIEWER:  Next call, Kansas City, Missouri.  Good morning.





CALLER:  Hi, this is a call for Ms. Whitman.





The President has said if we have nothing to hide, we should not be concerned about law enforcement investigations.  Why has this administration edited out the information about mercury in vaccines in the nine-month-old EPA report?





INTERVIEWER:  We just had a call on that a moment ago.  Do you want to elaborate?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  I suspect, I hear a little bit, since the questions are done the same way, I think maybe some talking points went out.





I can't speak to this because I haven't heard it.  The only thing that I could think of-- because we certainly didn't take anything out--for the first time, this report, for the first time, talks about mercury.  The one under the previous administration didn't even single out mercury as a specific problem on which they got data and for which they issued, as we did, a focus of concern for the future.





The only thing I could possibly think of, if anything was taken out on mercury as it relates to a drug, would be proprietary.  It would be something that the drug companies felt would compromise their competitive edge and would tell somebody else what their formula in a vaccine was, but I can't say that that's even happened because it certainly wasn't something that we did at the Agency.





This was a huge report, and it did involve many other departments and agencies, but for the first time we are talking about mercury.  We are continuing our focus on mercury that did start in the previous administration.





They started working on mercury, as did we, but they didn't have it in the Children's Health Report, the way we've had it in the Children's Health Report.  They didn't bring it up as this issue of concern and focus future activities on it, and we're moving forward right now with outlining how we're going to go forward to address these areas.





INTERVIEWER:  If you agree with President Bush's policies, particularly with environmental issues, and we have three members of his administration here to talk about how their agencies or offices overlap with regard to these areas, 202-585-3880 or 202-585-3881.





Secretary Norton, when the issue of the Department of Homeland Security first came up, one of the biggest concerns was how to make sure one agency or department is communicating with another.  When you're talking about environmental issues or forestry issues, how do you do that?





SECRETARY NORTON:  This is, our being together today, one of the best examples of that.  I think we, as leaders of our departments, have set a new standard in communicating between agencies.  	With Agriculture, I work closely, on a daily basis, talking about how to restore the health of our forests and how to prevent the catastrophic damage from forest fires.





With EPA, we work closely on a number of different issues.  Their Clear Skies Initiative helps our national parks have cleaner air.





And so there is really a benefit from having departments that have the view, instead of being little fiefdoms that compete with each other, that we're all here to serve the American public, and we want to work together.





INTERVIEWER:  And Governor Whitman, are you all part of a little lunch group or coffee group as well that meets on a more informal level?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  We do, actually.  We get together for lunch about once a month, and sometimes we get together for coffee at other times because we do share so much.  We do a lot of work directly with Agriculture, with the farm community, particularly, because what we do in regulating pesticides, and water, and air, a lot of it involves them.





We have a lot of work with the Department of Interior.  We work together on Endangered Species; we work together, as Gale mentioned, on things like air quality and visibility for our national parks.  So there is a great deal of overlap, and we just felt it would be better if the people in our departments and agencies saw it from the top.  I mean, we talk together, our deputies talk together, and there's a very good working relationship between them.





INTERVIEWER:  And, Secretary Veneman, on a personal note, you had issued a statement earlier this year about your health to members of the Agriculture Department.  How are you feeling?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  I'm feeling very well.  Thank you for asking.  It isn't easy to get a diagnosis like I had with breast cancer, but it was very early stage.  It was very treatable, and fortunately I am now completely through with the treatment, and I've been able to continue my duties all throughout the treatment.





INTERVIEWER:  Back to your calls.  Next, from an Indian Reservation in Oklahoma.  Good morning to you.





CALLER:  Thank you for your program.





I'd just like to ask the three ladies what programs they have to protect the environment on Indian reservations.





Thank you.





SECRETARY NORTON:  That's certainly an area that the Department of Interior is involved in, since we have a very close working relationship through the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  We are working with tribes on a variety of different things.  From our perspective, it's largely in the natural resources area, with wildlife issues, and with forest management issues.





We also have a lot of programs that come through other departments, and we really try to work closely with the tribes on seeing that their lands are, through the Department of Interior, handled in ways that the tribes would like to see.





INTERVIEWER:  Gale Norton is the Interior Secretary here at the table, Ann Veneman, the Agriculture Secretary, and Christy Todd Whitman is the Administrator for the EPA.





You wanted to respond?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Absolutely.  Yes, we work very closely with the tribes.  We treat them as a, it's a government-to-government relationship.  We work with them and provide dollars for helping clean up waste for water and for air issues.  And many of the tribes face a lot of these problems without having the technical expertise to deal with them, and so we also help provide the experts that are needed, the technical expertise, in order to address these issues in a way that's consistent with the lifestyle of the tribe.


So we work very closely with them, in a very respectful way, and we've done a lot.





INTERVIEWER:  How long do you expect to stay on the job at the EPA?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Who knows.  Who knows?  I'm here for now.  I'm not planning anything new or different.





INTERVIEWER:  Enjoying the job?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  It's a challenge, and I enjoy a challenge.





INTERVIEWER:  Are you enjoying it?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  It's a challenge, and I enjoy a challenge.





[Laughter.]





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  It's a great group of people.  I will say that I am privileged to work with some of the most dedicated people in the federal government, and some extraordinarily capable scientists, particularly, people who care deeply about the environment.  And that's a very good thing to see, and we do a lot.  We're out there now collecting pieces of the Challenger.  It's just one more thing that gets added to our plate all the time, and the people at the Agency respond every time.





Whether it's 9/11, whether it was the anthrax clean-up or now the Challenger, you never see the people in the Agency say, no, I can't do it, won't do it, and I must say, on the Challenger part, I have to give--and, Gale, I haven't had a chance to tell the Secretary this yet--I was out in Texas on Monday, and your people are doing an extraordinary--actually, I'm sorry, it's Ann, it's you.





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  It's the Forest Service.





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  It's the Forest Service.  I apologize.  But you have some people out there, as well, Interior and Agriculture, but Agriculture, particularly the Forest Service, these guys, men and women, are living in tents in not the best circumstances, they're out there every day walking shoulder-to-shoulder to find these pieces and doing an extraordinary job.





INTERVIEWER:  There was a story in the paper today.  I think they've garnered about 14 percent of the Challenger.





SECRETARY NORTON:  Yes.





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Yes, we have about 750 people from the U.S. Forest Service that are involved in collecting the pieces, many of which fell on public lands and national forests, but these are people who are trained in emergency response because of their activities with forest fires, and they contact with FEMA, and this is one of the examples, just as they were at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon the day after the tragedies of September 11th.  These are the kind of responses that we see from the training that our people in the Forest Service have.





INTERVIEWER:  Another 30 minutes with our three guests.  202-585-3880, if you agree with the Bush administration policies, particularly with regard to the environment, forestry issues, and water quality.  202-585-3881, if you disagree.





And journal@cspan.org is our e-mail address.





We'll go back to calls.  Fairfax, Virginia, good morning.





CALLER:  Yes.  I would like to congratulate the ladies, particularly Ms. Whitman.  I lived in New Jersey for 35 years, raised my family at the Jersey shore.  I'm a veteran of World War II, and I am thankful for our President and his advisers.





I just want to congratulate you, Ms. Whitman, and I think you're doing a wonderful job, all of you ladies.  I have, in my background, because I am in my 80s, I lived in Santa Rosa, New Mexico, I went to the University of Tucson after World War II.  I have Native American blood in me, and they need a lot of help, and I am thankful for the help that you're giving them, and I'm just thankful to have a man for commander-in-chief of our forces right now.





Thank you.





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you.





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Thank you.





INTERVIEWER:  Post Falls, Idaho, good morning.





CALLER:  Yes, hi.  First, I just want to make a comment, saying that I do have a degree in environmental science, so I am aware of the scientific aspects.





The way I see things is we're at a transition.  Our grandfathers didn't have so much the knowledge that we do, so they really didn't understand.  Whereas, our grandchildren will be more advanced than us in technology.  So we're kind of at that transition period where we are bringing about a difference.





So my question, being as such, since we have the technology and the understanding, why aren't we drilling in the Gulf of Mexico?





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you, caller.





Secretary Norton?





SECRETARY NORTON:  Well, we certainly are doing oil and gas activities in the Gulf of Mexico, if that was your question.  About a quarter of the domestic production in this country comes from the Gulf of Mexico.





And the point about technology having tremendous advancement is certainly true.  Today, you know, there's always a concern, a question about oil spills, but our experience has been, with our technology, there is more oil that seeps naturally from the ocean floor than is released through the production activities.


 	We have very stringent regulations.  We continually do studies and try to require advancements in technology to make sure that we're protecting the environment as stringently as we can, while still meeting our country's energy needs.





INTERVIEWER:  Do you think we will see drilling at the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge?





SECRETARY NORTON:  That is something that we're working with Congress.  I think it is, when you really look at the energy needs for America's future, this is the place that has the biggest reserves, and because of its ability to provide perhaps 15 to 20 percent of our domestic production, it's something that we really need to look at for the future, but we also need to make sure that we are requiring the strictest regulation, the most advanced technology possible, and that is exactly what we would absolutely require in that area.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Veneman, in this e-mail, "What are you doing in using grazing and timber as management tools to improve the ranges and forests held by the federal government?"





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, this is another area where we have a tremendous amount of overlap with the Interior Department because we both do have grazing lands and, to some extent, timber management.  Obviously, we are reviewing all of our forest plans at this time.  Each forest plan looks at all of the various multiple uses on the forests and looks at the environmental impacts, looks at how we manage for the best overall use of the forests.





I think this also ties in with the President's Healthier Forests Initiative, which we've been so actively involved in, and that is really actively managing these forests, taking out the underbrush that is creating the greatest risk of huge first that completely destroy the forests so that we can maintain healthy forests.





As we see some of the things that are going on today, with more and more people living in or near national forests and public lands, this is becoming an issue that people really care about because their homes are at stake, their communities are at stake, their lives are at stake.





And so we've worked together to prioritize areas to really begin this process of cleaning forests and making sure we're protecting more and more against the catastrophic fires that we've seen in the last couple of years.





INTERVIEWER:  Governor Whitman, this e-mail from John Paul.  "What will be done about preventing the use of home heating oil as fuel in diesel-engine motor vehicles, mainly trucks?  Keep up the good work, and thanks for helping the Seattle area in the Clean Diesel Demonstrations Project."





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Well, that Clean Diesel Demonstration Project is soon going to become the regulatory law of the land in that we have enacted very stringent new diesel rules requiring cleaner diesel fuel, lower sulfur burning fuel.  And we have done it to break the--what has happened before, it's always been the chicken and the egg.  The car manufacturers, the truck manufacturers say, well, we could produce an engine that used cleaner burning diesel, but there is no such fuel out there.  The refiners were saying, well, we could produce the fuel but there are no engines to use them.





We've said, okay, we're putting everybody on the same track, and we're moving them forward, and that's going to make a huge difference to the quality of our air.  But we didn't stop there, and we are now looking at the off-road vehicles, which are producing almost as much, if not more, of the problem from diesel fuel.  We're talking about tractors.  We're talking about backhoes, the smaller pieces of equipment that have an enormous impact.  And we're going to be moving forward with requirements in those areas as well.





So we're continuing to be aggressive in addressing this problem that we know is one that can have--when we solve it, we will really make a difference for people's health, for visibility, and for the quality of life.





INTERVIEWER:  Edgewater, Maryland, good morning.  You're on C-SPAN's Washington Journal.





CALLER:  Good morning.  Thanks for taking my call.  I admire C-SPAN's Washington Journal, listen many times.  I'm a senior citizen.  I'll be 85 next week.





INTERVIEWER:  Congratulations.





CALLER:  Thank you.  World War II vet.  I served 40 years in USDA, left 20 years ago, been working with a nonprofit organization.  I ended up, Secretary of Agriculture Veneman, as chief of what used to be the SCS, now the NRCS.  I'm dedicated to the fact that we have ten grandchildren and one great-grand boy, so the future is very important in terms of the environment to those young people.  I'm also very grateful that we have people like yourselves working together as you are in the public service.  And I would like to simply make the point that it is important--and it's a question.  How much can we do to reinforce the relationship of the Federal Government and all of the environmental activities, which is very complex, with the non-Federal Governments--state, local--and the private sector?





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Veneman?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, thank you very much for your question, and thank you for your service to our country and to the Department of Agriculture as well.





I think there's a tremendous amount that we can do working together, as we are, in trying to do what's right for the environment.





A couple of things that I think we should recognize, and that is, we got historic levels of funding in the last farm bill that was passed last year by the Congress for environmental work and conservation funding for our farmers and ranchers to be better stewards of the land, because they depend upon the water, the land, and the air to produce what they do, and that's--the agency that you were involved in has been so active in that.





But we are promoting at every level now more and more partnerships at the local level, with environmental and conservation organizations to work together particularly at the local level, to do the right thing for the environment.  And I think it's very important--the NRCS, the SCS that you used to be a part of, has been a very, very important partner at the local level in bringing these interests together.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Norton?





SECRETARY NORTON:  We've strongly emphasized the approach of building partnerships for conservation with private outside groups and with local communities.  Our conservation grant programs have gone up from $50 million to $400 million, and it really lets us leverage the Federal funds.  It not only brings in other government money, but it really involves people in taking care of the environments and public lands.  It helps us bring in the Boy Scout troops to work on trails and the local environmental groups and chambers of commerce to work with us on restoring wetlands.  And so there are tremendous benefits both in terms of improving the environment but also in terms of getting people to feel that ownership that will cause them to take care of these lands for the long term.





INTERVIEWER:  Governor Whitman, another area of overlapping jurisdiction?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Absolutely.  You know, Steve, the next generation of environmental progress is not going to be achieved without partnerships, without bringing in the public and the private sector.  And let me just quickly outline one simple thing in a new initiative that we're undertaking, which is watershed management.  I think water's going to be the major environmental challenge of the 21st century, quantity and quality.





INTERVIEWER:  What is watershed management?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Watershed-based management is going after what we call non-point source pollution, which is pollution that can take place miles away from where it ends up in a stream or in a river.  And you need to manage--watershed is a drainage.  I mean, that's really what it is.  And you need to get back beyond just the borders of that particular stream.





And just one statistic that always, every time I think about it, it is staggering, from personal actions that we undertake, which is why each of us have a responsibility here.  From--if you change the oil in your car and you don't clean up after that, if you over fertilize a lawn, that's part of non-point pollution.  And every eight months as much oil is deposited along the coast of this country as was released during the Exxon Valdez from non-point source pollution, from what we do every day.





And if that doesn't make you sit up and say, hey, wait a minute, we have a role to play here, and even though I may think I live miles from the nearest stream, what difference does it make if I don't clean up after myself or if I don't read the label on the fertilizer and I over fertilize, it does make a difference.  It's all cumulative, and we need to address that as a nation.





INTERVIEWER:  Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, good morning.  You're next.





CALLER:  Good morning.  I have a question pertaining to pollution.  Down--I heard that down in Brazil, where they are cutting down the forests, they have fires underneath where it's down in the ground and it's like mulch or something that is on fire.  And they have--that is one of the biggest producers of pollution.





I also wish to thank the Army Corps of Engineers after Desert Shield/Desert Storm of coming up with that idea of using liquid nitrogen to fight those oil well fires.





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you, Caller.





Who's familiar with that issue?





SECRETARY NORTON:  Well, I do know that we have concerns about the coal fires that are sometimes burning, and that we have to improve the technology and learn more about how to address those.  And I'm not familiar with the Brazilian situation he's talking about.





INTERVIEWER:  Interior Department has 70,000 employees.  When was it formed?





SECRETARY NORTON:  In 1849.  It was the first Cabinet Department after the country began to be newly established.





INTERVIEWER:  Agriculture Department has double that, 115,000 employees almost.  When was it organized?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  It was organized by President Lincoln in about 1862, and so it's been--it was initially organized to conduct research and distribute seeds to farmers. 





INTERVIEWER:  And the EPA, the new kid on the block, Cabinet level, 17,000 employees.  Why did President Nixon form the EPA?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Because he recognized the importance of bringing together in one place all the science that needed to be done to effectively regulate the environment and to prevent further degradation.  Particularly at that time, the focus was on clean air because, as that previous caller was talking about, what he was really talking about--and those are probably peat fires that occur under the ground, and they can burn forever in peat bogs, in that kind of subsoil.  But pollution migrates.  What happens around the rest of the world ultimately impacts us, and what we do here, what happens in one state in the West can end up on the east coast.  Again, I saw that very vividly as a Governor of an east coast state.  So it does matter and we do need to be careful.





INTERVIEWER:  From Columbus, Mississippi, for Secretary Veneman:  Does the Agriculture Department play a role in the upcoming round of international trade talks?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Very much so.  In fact, we are very engaged in the international trade discussions.  It was Ambassador Zoellick and I who led the delegation to Doha, Qatar, in November of 2001 which launched this new round.





Agriculture is very, very important from a trade perspective because we are very export dependent as an industry.  The food and agriculture industry is one of those few industries in this country that runs a positive balance of trade, and we have many of our crops that are very, very dependent on the international marketplace.  So trade's very important.





And as I have a very strong partnership with these two Cabinet agencies, I also have a very strong partnership with Ambassador Zoellick as it pertains to the trade interests of the agriculture and food community. 





INTERVIEWER:  Did you know each other before you served in the Bush administration?





VOICES:  No.





INTERVIEWER:  Next call is Asbury, West Virginia.  Good morning.





CALLER:  Good morning.  Actually, I have two questions.  The first one was Secretary Norton stated that the Clean Air Initiative was helping clean the air in the national parks.  And if that's true, why isn't it including limiting or removing snowmobiles from Yellowstone National Park?





SECRETARY NORTON:  Well, I think, first of all, when Congress adopts the President's Clear Skies Initiative, I think we will see an improvement in the Great Smokies, in Shenandoah, and in a number of our other parks.





The snowmobile issue is a fascinating one because there are many, many private cars that go through on the roads in Yellowstone every summer, just lots and lots of cars.  The question is about snowmobiles going on those same roads in the winter.





What we are doing is going from an unregulated system where everybody came in with their snowmobiles to limiting the number of snowmobiles and requiring that if you want the privilege of going into Yellowstone, you have to have the cleanest, the newest technology, the snowmobiles that are much quieter so that you can use Yellowstone.  And that is what we are requiring starting next winter.





INTERVIEWER:  Why would this area overlap with the EPA?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Well, one of the things I--and I have to compliment the Parks Department on this one particularly, for a lot of things but on this in particular, because they've even gone beyond what we are going to be requiring of those off-road engines, the four-cycle engines.  And for Yellowstone, they're requiring an even cleaner engine that we have to deal with more than just the snowmobiles when we do this on off-road.  So that's one reason why.  But they are really committed to making this happen, and this is an area where we do have a lot of overlap because of the environmental implications of those snowmobiles and the impact that they have on the park.





And the Clear Skies--there's a new word that I learned.  I learn new things all the time at my particular agency, but it's called a deciview.  One decivew is noticeable to the human eye.  When Clear Skies is enacted and when it comes fully into play, we will see an average in this country of two- to three-deciview improvement, which means that in our national parks, Great Smokies, for instance--all of them but that one particularly--you're going to have--you're finally going to be able to see across those miles of vistas, instead of now when you go down there, all too often they're shrouded in a kind of smog.  And that comes from what we're putting into the air.





And so we have to understand that we need to take dramatic steps, and that's really what the President's proposed.





INTERVIEWER:  Next call, Oakhurst, California, good morning.  For Secretary Gale Norton of the Interior Department, Ann Veneman, who is the Secretary of Agriculture, and Christy Todd Whitman, who is the Administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency.  Go ahead, please.





CALLER:  Good morning, ladies.  Boy, listen, let me tell you, I used to be very close to the Green Party out here in California, and I am Republican all the way.  I am so proud of the folks that we've got running things right now.





Gale, this is for you, and I almost have to beg you here.  Do you remember Madeira County, California?  We as a little neighborhood have gone to all the meetings and said, look, just tell us the truth about this casino that's going in, because our little street is so close to this project.  And it's going to be the largest in California.





Now, we've been promised--and I've got it all in the meetings--in the minutes--over and over by the county and the tribe that they would never use our road as an access, but they would have a locked gate.  I've got it in writing.  Now I've got the two reports that came out.  The CalTran's included.  We're not mentioned.  We don't exist on a drawing, text, anything in these reports that were submitted to the NIGC.





INTERVIEWER:  Caller, hold on just for a moment.





Are you familiar with the case?





SECRETARY NORTON:  I'm not familiar with this specific one, but gaming is certainly an issue that occurs throughout California.  And so there are a number of different casino proposals I'm familiar with, and this might be one of several.





INTERVIEWER:  Caller, can you summarize in a quick question?





CALLER:  Yeah.  I just wanted to let her know that I've uncovered a document between the county and the tribe that they have planned all along to use our street as the access to the casino.





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you.





SECRETARY NORTON:  I'll check into that.  Basically what we're trying to do is to encourage the tribes to work with local governments.  Many of the casinos run into conflicts because they are essentially exempt from local regulation.  And we want the local communities and the tribes to work together to resolve problems in the same way you would for any other land use type of problems.





INTERVIEWER:  How can people reach you?





SECRETARY NORTON:  They can check our websites.  We have information on how to contact us there.  That is www.doi.gov.





INTERVIEWER:  And at the Agriculture Department?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Our website is www.usda.gov, and also our contact information is there and we welcome input.





INTERVIEWER:  EPA?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  www.epa.gov.





INTERVIEWER:  The next call is Tupelo, Mississippi.  Good morning.  And, by the way, those websites have been linked to cspan.org.  So just remember that and we'll navigate you to the other sites.





Go ahead, Tupelo.





CALLER:  Yeah, thank you for taking my call.  There's been a little theme this morning about overlapping jurisdictions, and I'm interested in comments about the opportunities for possibly combining administrative management of the Forest Service lands and BLM lands.  It looks like a lot of duplication there, so I'd be interested in some comments about that from Secretary Veneman and Secretary Norton.





SECRETARY NORTON:  Well, I guess--





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you.


SECRETARY NORTON:  --the first thing is just from the light-hearted perspective.  Ann and I joke once in a while.  I'd like her to give me the ski areas in the Forest Service.





The reality is that we have a tremendous working relationship, and in many locations our BLM offices and our Forest Service offices have been located together.  And the people I've talked to that are in that kind of situation say that it's great because they're able to not just share the fax machine and the copying machine, but they also find new ways that they can work together and save the taxpayers money, but also do a better job at the same time.





INTERVIEWER:  Lawrenceville, Georgia, good morning.  You're next.  Hello, Lawrenceville?





CALLER:  Hello?





INTERVIEWER:  Good morning.





CALLER:  Yes.  Ms. Veneman, I was wondering if you are aware of the gas prices in Texas that are causing the astronomical cost to farmers.





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you.  We were getting a little bit of feedback, but the question was on gas prices.





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, we've certainly all been listening to the news and hearing the information about the increase in energy--in energy prices.  I think your question really relates to the fact that energy is very important as an input for agriculture and that farmers and ranchers in this country depend upon reliable and affordable energy to produce the tremendous and abundant food that we have in this country.  And so we're certainly very aware.  We are part of interagency discussions on energy and energy policy, and agriculture continues to play a very active role in that.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Norton, we're going to quickly run out of time, and I want to show you some pictures provided by the Interior Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  These photos from Pelican Island, Florida, one of the nation's wildlife refuge, 100th anniversary coming up in the next couple of weeks.





SECRETARY NORTON:  Yes, this is wonderful.  This is the 100th anniversary of the time that Teddy Roosevelt set aside Pelican Islands as a way to protect the birds that were there.  Since that time, from a tiny island, our refuge system ha grown to over 90 million acres.  It's the largest system for protecting wildlife in the world.  We are very proud of that, and we're looking forward to celebrating the centennial.  The President has increased the operating budget for the refuges dramatically, over $80 million in the last two years.  It's the largest increase ever for the refuge system.





INTERVIEWER:  Could more land be added to the system?





SECRETARY NORTON:  Through duck stamps and other voluntary program--programs working with hunters and fishermen, in essence, they decided to tax themselves.  We also have a number of programs that expand the refuge system, and we do acquire land for the refuges.





It's also very important for us to, first of all, take care of what we own, but also realize that we can protect many more acres of habitat by working with the private sector.  So that's also very important for us.





INTERVIEWER:  So government money to allocate more land, is it likely or not?





SECRETARY NORTON:  I think our focus is really going to be on looking at the habitat and the quality of the habitat, not just who owns it.  And so by working together in partnerships, we can really have much more of an impact on habitat for the dollars that we spend.





INTERVIEWER:  The next call is from Florida.  Naples, good morning.  Naples, Florida, good morning?  Are you with us?





We'll go to Bedford, Texas.  Good morning to you, Caller.





CALLER:  Good morning, people.  You know, they say a picture is worth a thousand words.  We've been looking at some cartoons, primarily, that I think absolutely portrays the Bush environmental program.  On your--there's one that talks about how Bush is preventing forest fires.  This shows rolling hills with nothing but stumps.  That's one.





There was another on your Clean Air Initiative for schoolchildren.  It shows them all wearing gas masks.





On solving America's oil problem, it shows a multi-frame cartoon:  Bush invades Iraq, Bush invades Venezuela--and there was four other countries.





So I think that summarizes it.  Now, Ms. Whitman, I saw the other day briefly an article in the Dallas paper that dealt with lowering the threshold on toxic chemicals that cause cancer in children, that there was some talk about lowering the threshold and determining what those chemicals are.





INTERVIEWER:  Governor Whitman?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Okay, no, actually, that got mischaracterized by a number of people.  What we're doing is actually saying we know a lot more now, we have a lot more science behind our understanding of pathways and cancer in children.  What we're doing, in fact, is saying that children are particularly susceptible to some pathways, that they do metabolize in a different way than adults, and we need to be especially concerned.





But where we have the science to be able to use science as the way of determining what the standard should be, rather than a default, which is what happened in the past, if you don't know how it really impacts humans, you take whatever happens to an animal and say, well, that's got to be the same in humans.





Now we have some science to be able to say we know exactly how it metastasizes in children and what the impact is, and we're going to use the science.  But, in fact, we're going the opposite direction, and for the first time in this report, in the Children's Health Report to which you're referring, we talk about children as being a category where we do know that there are different pathways than adults.  They eat more.  They drink more.  Hand-to-mouth activity is more in children.  So it does make a difference, and we're being protective.





INTERVIEWER:  Some quick responses from a couple of e-mails.  First of all, Secretary Norton, who oversees the foreign trade zones?  Or maybe, Secretary Veneman, you know that.





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, that is primarily the Department of Commerce.  That's not really within our jurisdictions.  But certainly that--those are areas that are, I think, Department of Commerce.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Norton, an e-mail from a viewer in Texas:  Why should corporations profit off the resources of public lands?





SECRETARY NORTON:  We have a system of multiple-use lands that is based on the idea that, for example, a third of our oil and natural gas and coal comes from our public lands.  To take those off limits would be extremely destructive to the American economy.





What we need to do is to plan how we can protect the environment and still make available the 20 percent of the land in this country that is owned by the Federal Government.





INTERVIEWER:  A viewer from Illinois said that there were such terrible predictions for the pollution from the Alaska pipeline.  Did any of those dire predictions come true?





SECRETARY NORTON:  There was just a study by the National Academy of Sciences that was released just yesterday, and that found, for example, that the concerns about oil spills have never materialized, that there are things we can do with new technology that can vastly improve what we did in the past.  And we will be looking at ways to keep on making that technology cleaner.





INTERVIEWER:  And, Governor Whitman, this question on the issue of the Superfund specifically:  Why aren't companies being made to clean up?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Actually, they are.  Seventy-one percent of Superfund sites that are being cleaned up are being paid for by the responsible parties.  There are 30 percent where either the company's gone out of business or we can't identify who that is, and that's been--and so that's when general revenue monies come in.





But we absolutely agree with "polluter pays."  We are doing more inspections.  We're actually in the last--the first two years of this administration, we required the polluters, the responsible parties, to spend more money to remediate, to do away with the damage they had done than in the final three years of the previous administration.  So we are absolutely committed to that, and we continue to move forward on it.





INTERVIEWER:  Good morning to Portland, Oregon.  Go ahead, please.





CALLER:  Good morning.  Thanks for taking my call.  Great discussion this morning.





I'm calling because I support President Bush's Healthy Forest Initiative, and in Oregon last year, we burned about one million acres of our forest land, and I'm wondering how we can more quickly implement the Healthy Forest Initiative and do the thinning and fireproofing of our forests that we need out here in the West?





SECRETARY NORTON:  That's something that is extremely important to move forward with.  In Oregon fires, for example, we lost 100,000 acres or more of spotted owl habitat.  There are many of the groups that deal with wildlife conservation that are very supportive of the Healthy Forest Initiative.





From my perspective, as somebody from Colorado who's very familiar with our forests, I understand that we have many times more trees today than we had in the natural forests a few hundred years ago.  And we need to thin out the forests, take the small trees out in order to protect the bigger trees and the health of the forest.





INTERVIEWER:  Secretary Veneman?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, I appreciate the call, and it was in Oregon that the President unveiled the Healthy Forest Initiative last August.  Both Secretary Norton and I were there.  And I think that people that were there were able to see the dramatic difference in forests that are actively managed and what a fire does to it versus one that is not actively managed and thinned, as Secretary Norton talked about.





If it is not thinned, it takes a forest and burns it to virtually nothing, creating loss of habitat, loss--environmental problems with water quality as that soot washes down into the rivers.  It creates a whole host of very, very serious environmental problems, and that's why the Healthy Forest Initiative is so important over the long term to protecting our forests and protecting our environment.





INTERVIEWER:  Wichita, Kansas, good morning.





CALLER:  Yes, I'm calling to comment on the Ogallala aquifer and the groundwater pollution in Kansas and in the surrounding states.  It's becoming critical.  I wondered if you have any comments on that, and thank you for your time.





INTERVIEWER:  Thank you.





Governor Whitman, are you familiar with this?





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  I'm not familiar with that particular one, but I know the region is--I mean, I'm familiar with the fact that we have been working with the states on this particular issue, and it goes to why we believe it's so important to have this new watershed approach to dealing with issues, because it's not limited to one state.  It's certainly not limited to one county.  And we need to bring everybody into the process, and the President has asked for an additional $20 million for the Agency to be able to initiate programs that are designated by the states on watershed management where the states come together and the counties and municipalities to develop a plan that suits and addresses their particular needs as that watershed is degraded.  And we're looking forward to getting that money in the next budget so we can move forward with these watershed management initiatives.





But I know the region out there has been looking at that issue and has been working closely.  I just can't give you an update on it.





INTERVIEWER:  If you can answer this in a sentence, what has surprised you the most in the two years that you have been on the job?  Secretary Veneman?





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, I think the biggest shock for any of us would have been to go through September 11th.  None of us could have predicted it.  It's got to be the biggest surprise.  And I think the other thing that is just so wonderful is that the group of people that we work with in this administration is great.





SECRETARY NORTON:  I'd have to say the same thing.  Nobody really expected that homeland security would be a major part of our job descriptions, and it is.





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  That certainly has taken up--homeland security has taken up a good deal of our responsibilities.  We have primary responsibilities for securing our water system and response in chemical and biological attacks.  And it's been a big burden for us.





INTERVIEWER:  Governor Christy Todd Whitman, who heads up the EPA, Ann Veneman, who is the Secretary of Agriculture, and Gale Norton, the Interior Secretary, all with overlapping jurisdictions on a number of areas, we thank you for joining us.





ADMINISTRATOR WHITMAN:  Thank you.





SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Thank you.





SECRETARY NORTON:  Thank you.





INTERVIEWER:  And we now take you live to the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives for today's legislative business.  Have a good day.





- - -





