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   USDA MODERATOR:  It is now my pleasure to introduce Dr. J.B. Penn, Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services.  Since becoming under secretary, Dr. Penn has been a forceful advocate for U.S. agricultural trade.  He understands the important role that FAS plays in the many facets of the international agricultural agenda.

   Please help me in welcoming Dr. Penn.

   [Applause.]

   UNDER SECRETARY PENN:  Thank you, Ellen, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests.  It's a real pleasure for me to be here today.  It's a real honor to help FAS celebrate its 50th anniversary.

   We all appreciate, as Ellen noted, the critical role that FAS plays in assuring the prosperity of our nation's agriculture and food industries by fostering trade all around the world.

   Both here, in Washington, and overseas, FAS has done an outstanding job representing U.S. agriculture in the global marketplace for 50 years.

   While FAS can look to notable achievements in the past, I believe that this agency will become even more important in the 21st Century.  Negotiating and enforcing trade agreements, and strengthening our market efforts are critical to U.S. agriculture's efforts to expand market opportunities for our producers.

   As trade is liberalized, we will need to help our producers to meet the challenges of new markets, new competitors, new technologies, and new consumer demands.

   This is truly an exciting time to be a part of FAS.  We have a full agenda, from our multilateral negotiations in the WTO development agenda to bilateral and regional trade negotiations, to implementing the farm bill and other legislative requirements.

   FAS is being called upon to ensure that our exporters have the necessary tools to capture a greater share of the benefits of trade.


-more-

   Our efforts to ensure world food security range from providing food aid to meet today's humanitarian crises to our strategies for helping developing countries participate more fully in the world agricultural trading system.

   Congratulations to FAS on its first 50 years and I hope that we're laying a solid foundation today to enable meeting the challenges of the next 50 years.

   It is now a distinct pleasure for me to introduce Secretary Ann Veneman.

   Secretary Veneman, as Ellen noted, is an FASer by background.  She began her USDA career in the agency and throughout her career, she has been extensively involved in the historic trade events of the  past, most notably NAFTA and the Uruguay Round agricultural act.  She has further strengthened her trade background with her experience in California where she has firsthand experience in market development and promotion.

   Secretary Veneman understands the complexities of international markets and issues, and over the past two years she has tirelessly promoted trade for the benefit of our agricultural industry.

   Secretary Veneman has a strong vision for U.S. agriculture and FAS has a very critical role in turning that vision into reality.

   Please join me in welcoming Secretary Ann Veneman.

   [Applause.]

   SECRETARY VENEMAN:  "Thank you.  Well, thank you, J.B. Penn, for that kind introduction, and thanks to all of you for being here today to celebrate this very important event and this milestone for FAS.

   "As was indicated, I did begin my USDA career in FAS, and so it's wonderful to see so many of the FAS family, and I say family because as you all know, indeed, FAS is truly a family, and I feel privileged to have been a part of that and to continue to be a part of that family.

   "I've truly appreciated the relationship that I've had with all of you over the years, and particularly those of you who have served in our foreign service overseas, who have been so helpful on the many trips those of us who have traveled abroad so much have taken, and you all do an extraordinary job.

   "When you think about it, if it weren't for the ingenuity and the productivity of the American farmer, there wouldn't have been a need for FAS.  When you look back at the history, agricultural trade has its roots in the thriving tobacco and cotton markets that existed even before the American Revolution, and we have a tradition of helping the hungry in other countries that goes at least as far back as our assistance to Japan during the Grant administration.

   "But it was really the Marshall Plan, after World War II, that helped give rise to the FAS as we know it.  Billions of American dollars were invested to help feed and rebuild our former World 
War II enemies.  This led to the realization that we needed the structure and the organization for international food and agricultural activities, and it led to the establishment of the Foreign Agricultural Service.


                                                                       -more-
 
 "If we, as public servants, are to be judged by the results that we achieve, then FAS has been nothing short of remarkable.  Thanks to trade and markets opened abroad, one Marshall Plan beneficiary, Japan, was, until recently, our number one agricultural market and is now our number two agriculture market.

   "The European Union is now our fourth largest market and the legacy the Marshall Plan has endured in our efforts to feed people in Afghanistan and to rebuild their country, which were torn by decades of war.

   "A half century ago, our nation's farmers and ranchers struggled in a world that was less open and competitive.  Exports then, when FAS started, accounted for less than 10 percent of U.S. agricultural sales.  Today, they account for about 25 percent.

   "Agricultural exports are the one area, as you know, where we continue to run a positive balance of trade, and we're expected to export $57 billion in agricultural products this year, and that creates an additional $80 billion in related business activity, and perhaps just as important is that exports mean jobs.

   "Today, agricultural exports provide the basis of employment for about 765,000 Americans.  From the time he took office, President Bush has made it a top priority to advance our trade policies and to open new markets, in particular, for the benefit of American agriculture, and all of the men and women in FAS are on the front lines of these efforts to expand the global reach for America's food and fiber.

   "Over the past five decades, FAS has helped open dynamic new markets for U.S. foods, it's developed enduring relationships with private sector organizations, it's sent agricultural attaches to foreign nations to represent U.S. interests, it's created credit solutions to facilitate the purchase of U.S. products, and it's supplied food and technical assistance to developing countries all around the world.

   "It is particularly gratifying to see so many of the FAS retirees here this afternoon.  Your professional dedication to FAS has been extraordinary and has made FAS one of the most respected agencies in the entire Federal Government.

   "As we look to the challenges of the new century, the FAS mission will continue to be crucial.  Enhancing the competitiveness of U.S. food and agriculture in the global marketplace must be one of the primary objectives of our nation's farm policy.  To achieve this goal, we must continue to vigorously pursue liberalization of trade and agriculture.

   "So it is fitting today that we celebrate 50 years of leadership by FAS to advance those efforts.  Today, we are pleased to announce that President Bush has designated USDA as the lead agency for implementing the new McGovern-Dole Food For Education and Child Nutrition Program.

 "It is fitting that this decision was made today as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of FAS, USDA's lead agency for international food assistance programs.  The new program is named, of course, in honor of two leaders who worked tirelessly on its behalf.  Former Senator Robert Dole and Ambassador and former Senator George McGovern.


-more-

   "We appreciate also the leadership of Senator Roberts, and the enormous bipartisan support this program has received in the Congress.  This program demonstrates America's compassion to improve the lives of children around the world, and so FAS will administer the new program within USDA.

    "Our top priority is to put in place an effective, efficient, results-oriented program to help bring educational opportunities and better nutrition to the world for its children.  USDA will build on the successes of the global food for…food and education pilot program, working in partnership with other federal agencies involved in feeding programs, as well as support from other countries to join the program.  This program reaffirms this administration's global commitment to education, child nutrition, and sustainable economic development.

   "Nearly 7 million children in 38 countries have been receiving school meals under the Global Food for Education pilot USDA has implemented, which is now in its final year.  The Global Food for Education pilot has demonstrated just what can be accomplished with these programs.  For example, in Pakistan, where girls often marry young and stay at home, enrollment by girls in the Global Food for Education schools climbed 32 percent, thanks to the school meals and the tins of cooking oil provided as an education initiative to parents.

   "The new program will ensure that such successful efforts in childhood education and nutrition will continue.  We are very pleased to have with us today one of the champions of the McGovern-Dole program, and that is Senator Pat Roberts.

    "He spearheaded a letter in support of this program which was signed by all 100 senators in the United States Senate.  It may be one of the first times that all 100 members of the Senate have agreed on any one thing.  But we are delighted to have Senator Roberts here today.  He is a true friend of American agriculture.  He's now serving as the chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee at a time that is crucial in our nation's history.

   "We have very much, and I personally very much appreciate his support, his friendship and his leadership, and so we are especially pleased to have him join us for this important celebration.

   "Senator Roberts."

   [End of Secretary Veneman's remarks.]
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