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USDA MAKES $4 MILLION AVAILABLE TO STATE WILDLIFE AGENCIES FOR STRENGTHENING CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE MANAGEMENT
WASHINGTON, April 15, 2003---The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced that it is making $4 million of new funding available to assist state wildlife agencies in addressing chronic wasting disease concerns.

“USDA is committed to assisting states, federal agencies and tribes in controlling the growing threat to elk and deer from chronic wasting disease,” said Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman.  “States and local communities, along with academia and the private sector, are critical partners in this effort.”

This funding is the latest in a series of steps USDA has taken to assist states in managing their chronic wasting disease concerns.  In September 2001, APHIS began a CWD surveillance, depopulation and indemnity program for affected farmed elk populations.  In May 2002, the USDA and the U.S. Department of the Interior formed a CWD joint working group to ensure a coordinated and cooperative federal approach to assist states with CWD response efforts.    Secretary Veneman authorized the transfer of approximately $15 million in Commodity Credit Corporation funds to implement chronic wasting disease surveillance and indemnity programs in the United States.  

Most recently, APHIS increased both its surveillance capacity and the number of laboratories certified to test for CWD on an annual basis.  APHIS now has a total of 15 contract laboratories on line as part of its National Animal Health Laboratory Network to assist the National Veterinary Services Laboratories in testing for CWD.

The funding will be distributed through grants determined by a formula developed in conjunction with the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.  The formula establishes three tiers of states and distributes money according to need.  

Tier 1 states have known occurrences of CWD in free-ranging cervids as of March 1, and include Colorado, Illinois, Nebraska, New Mexico, South Dakota, Utah, Wisconsin and Wyoming.  Tier 2 states are those states adjacent to Tier 1 states, or states with known CWD occurrences in farmed or captive cervids as of March 1.  Tier 2 states include Arizona, Idaho, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Texas.  All other states are considered Tier 3.
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To apply for funding, each state must submit management and surveillance plans detailing how the funds will be spent.  For more information visit the APHIS Web site at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/cwd/cwd.html.
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