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MINISTER GORDEYEV [through interpreter]: Ladies and gentlemen, we have conducted two days of intense negotiations, and of principal importance is that today we signed a memorandum of understanding between two agricultural agencies of Russia Federation and the United States of America.

We will create three working groups that will function on a permanent basis, and the first one is a group on agribusiness and investment.  The second group is on science, research, and education, and the third group is on sustaining development of agriculture in rural areas.
Besides, we have addressed the technical issue regarding poultry exports from the United States to the Russian Federation, and we have [inaudible] that the veterinary certificate agreed last year, which contained a number of requirements, veterinary and sanitary requirements, will be complied with by the producers and buyers and shippers of poultry to the Russian Federation, and right now inspections are being conducted by officials from the veterinary service of the Russian Federation and we can state that the majority of these plants will meet the requirements of the Russian veterinary and sanitary norms, and that U.S., we can state that U.S. poultry will meet fully consumer safety requirements of the Russian Federation.
The inspections are due to be completed by July 1st.  This is a joint decision that we have taken.  Thank you for your attention.
SECRETARY VENEMAN: “ Thank you very much.  Thank you to Mr. Gordeyev for visiting the United States and for the very productive discussions that we've had over the last two days.

 “Mr. Gordeyev has described very well the results of the discussions that we've had, both on the remaining technical issues with regard to poultry as well as the memorandum of understanding that we just signed.  We very much appreciate the progress that has been made on both of these issues and look forward to continued cooperation under the new memorandum of understanding.
-more-

“We had a number of conversations about various areas in which we might seek to cooperate further.  One of those was in the area of scientific exchanges, particularly with regard to biotechnology, and so we look forward to enhanced scientific exchanges between our two countries and we look forward to enhanced trade relations between our two countries.  Spasibo [Thanks.].”
[Applause.]
INTERPRETER:  And now ladies and gentlemen the ministers are ready to entertain two questions on each side, the Russian press and the U.S. press.
QUESTION [through interpreter]:  And Mr. Gordeyev, upon your arrival to Washington you said that Russia views the United States as a strategic partner also in terms of trade and economic relations, and could you please tell us whether the same view is shared on the U.S. side and whether you have meeting with Vice President Cheney and whether this view is still shared.
And the same question goes to Secretary Veneman.
MINISTER GORDEYEV [through interpreter]:  Today I had a meeting with Vice President Cheney and yesterday I also met with the Secretary of Commerce, Mr. Evans, and I can state with certainty that the United States are ready to continue and interested in developing our trade and economic relations in our countries and given the fact that we are both members of the G8, and in certain areas the leading members of the G8, because apart from the agriculture we're also conducting active cooperation and interaction in the energy area, we have launched an energy dialogue, and also we work together in the areas of modern technology and telecommunications, and I'd like to say that I support--I'd like to reiterate and confirm that the political leadership of the United States is adequately interested in continuing and developing relations between our two countries which will also move us forward as we address other trade and economic issues.
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “I would concur that this relationship is a very important one to the United States, particularly as we move forward to the next meeting between our two leaders which is set for early next month.  We have had an excellent opportunity to discuss cooperation in the area of agriculture as well as the opportunity for Mr. Gordeyev to discuss much broader cooperation in a number of other areas as he has described.”
QUESTION:  [inaudible].
MINISTER GORDEYEV [through interpreter]:  The measures, the mechanisms of regulated market introduced by the Russian Federation this year, I am talking about introduction of poultry quotas, is fully in compliance with WTO procedures and in introducing those quotas, we were actually following the experience of the current practices of other countries including the EU and the United States.
SECRETARY VENEMAN: “As you know, this issue of quotas is something that is a matter of negotiation between our trade ministries.  

-more-

They have been discussing this issue.  We did raise it in the context of the meetings we have been having and expressed the concern that we do not want to have the poultry market, which is a very important market, our number one market, interrupted, or reduced by such quotas, and the minister and I have discussed that fact, and I'm sure that will be transmitted to our trade ministries.”
QUESTION:  [inaudible].
MINISTER GORDEYEV [through interpreter]: To be honest with you, I actually don't know what else to say about this issue because so much has already been said about it, and we're wracking our heads trying to find the link and to understand the reasoning, what the Jackson-Vanik and the Jewish immigration from former Soviet Union has to do with poultry, and also want you to bear in mind that the United States had actually granted Russia the market economy status.  Therefore, Jackson-Vanik Amendment is a relic of the past and it's more of a problem for the United States, not for Russia.
QUESTION:  [inaudible].
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Well, the issue of--I'm sorry.
[Pause for interpreter.]
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “I will give you a brief answer since I think most people today are concerned about U.S.-Russia issues, but the issue of U.S.-Canada wheat trade has been a longstanding one of concern to us, particularly as it relates to the practices of the Canadian Wheat Board and the decision today, in part, reflects this long-standing dispute and discussion over the trading practices of the Canadian Wheat Board.”
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