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Release No. 0167.03

                                                                     by

Secretary Ann M. Veneman

on the 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003

May 20, 2002

“We applaud today’s bipartisan action by the House of Representatives on the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003.  Professional resource managers in the field need the tools provided in this legislation to protect lives and communities, restore forest health, and maintain wildlife habitat.  This bill offers a common sense approach to forest management for restoring healthy forests and safeguarding critical watersheds.

“The bipartisan legislation will further our on-going efforts with states, Indian tribes and local communities to address forest conditions that pose catastrophic fire risks from unnatural fuel buildup and serious insect and disease infestations.  I commend the leadership in the House and urge the Senate to quickly act on this important legislation.”
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