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“Thank you very, very much for that very kind introduction.


“My thanks to you and the dedicated members of this year’s Honor Awards Evaluation Committee. I know this is a very tough job to do. 


“And special thanks to Sandra Anglade and Cecilia Matthews for the tremendous work that went into planning this event.


“Please join me in showing the planners of this event our appreciation.

[Applause.]


“I want to welcome all of our honorees, and the families, the friends and the colleagues  who support their commitment to public service. Many of us came from all around the country to be here today. Thank you for doing that. 


“Before I go much further, I want to say a special word about a member of our USDA family.  As you may know, we will soon be losing the very first member of our Subcabinet team that the President has assembled at USDA. 


“Lou Gallegos has announced that he will be returning to greener pastures in New Mexico after serving here as Assistant Secretary for Administration. In the past two years, all of us have benefited from his friendship, his wealth of knowledge and a long distinguished government career. We will miss him.  


“I also want to recognize a new member of our Subcabinet who has joined us since our last awards ceremony.  He was introduced earlier and that is Vernon Parker. He comes to us from Arizona and with excellent qualifications for his position and you will hear from him later but we thank him for being a part of our ceremony. 


“This is one day each year when we recognize accomplishments and we recognize what can be achieved with a powerful combination of talent, dedication, and teamwork. 


“USDA has a long history of doing some important things, and sometimes in a very quiet way.


“In the new world in which we find ourselves, the American people have a greater appreciation for the understated influence of public service on the safety and quality of their lives.


“It is my privilege, on their behalf, to thank all 108-award winners for jobs very well done.


“So much of our work at USDA has global and national implications.  Our influence is so broad, that it is important to pause and to take stock of our accomplishments.


“We salute those nominees who were so outstanding, their ratings so high that they merit the high-level Plow Award. I love the name of that award. The plow symbolizes agriculture’s roots, both the machinery and the stewardship of the people who work the land. They help form the foundation of our modern food and agriculture system.


“Today we honor a team whose emergency response saved a life in the Allegheny National Forest.


“We also recognize that heroic acts come in many forms, like the quick response and strong leadership that protected the nation’s poultry industry from a potentially ruinous outbreak of disease.


“We honor the compassion of Rural Development employees who worked tirelessly to help rebuild flooded communities after the worst natural disaster ever to hit North Carolina. 


“We thank those who took on the enormous job of coordinating USDA’s work to implement the 2002 Farm Bill so we could move benefits quickly and efficiently into the hands of farmers.


“We recognize those who lead in the fight against hunger, both here and around the world. 


“We say thanks to all of those who protect our natural resources through conservation, innovation, and cooperation.


“One of our Rural Development winners was involved in an innovative partnership with the state of Georgia to provide additional credit opportunities.


“It is wonderful to be able to honor these service-providers. But what is unique about this particular team is that this coming Monday, I will meet with a Georgia family at our Rural Housing Summit who directly benefited from this pilot project. 


“So by a stroke of luck, I will have the opportunity to see cause and effect, all within three days.


“I wish I had the time to mention each honoree, but I urge you to read through the pages of the Honor Award book. I am sure you will be struck by the stories and by the whole host of amazing ways we touch people’s lives and their livelihoods.


“USDA is everywhere. 


“For every success and award-winning achievement, there is a dedicated, creative network of support that makes all that possible.  Every award winner here today would be the first to acknowledge that. 

“Whether we are measuring government performance and accountability, developing strategies to tackle a California pest that destroys grapevines, or providing meals to 7 million children in 38 countries--the people of USDA never forget the human element in all that they do.

“The American humorist Will Rogers once said, “A man makes a living by what he gets. He makes a life by what he gives.”


“I thank those we are honoring today and everyone at USDA for the life they give our great department and our great nation.  God bless all of you.” 

[Applause.]

#

