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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture is pleased to be part of President Bush’s Climate Change Science Program to help ensure that we are investing in research that can make a difference in climate change.  The Strategic Plan released today is the most comprehensive effort to date and provides an important framework for investing in research to address long-term global climate variability as well as the potential impacts on our environment and our lives.  The plan is a research strategy to develop improved knowledge, resources and tools that will empower policy-makers to make informed decisions.

 “USDA’s research agencies play an important role in the government’s efforts to understand climate change.  USDA is investing $63 million in research to improve our understanding of the role that land management practices play in influencing climate change and the potential effects of global change on food, fiber and forestry production.  In addition, we are seeking cost-effective ways to make agriculture and forest systems more adaptable and resilient to any changes in climate and weather. 

“USDA research also supports efforts to increase carbon sequestration through conservation in order to help meet the President’s goal of reducing America’s greenhouse gas intensity by 18 percent during the next decade.  In June, we announced that for the first time USDA will be giving consideration to management practices that store carbon and reduce greenhouse gases in implementing forest and agriculture conservation programs.  Farmers, ranchers and forestland owners play a unique role in climate change issues.  We are providing incentives for landowners to use USDA conservation programs to sequester carbon in the soil and vegetation.  

“We are working to improve our ability to measure, monitor and report changes in carbon storage and greenhouse gas emissions from forest and agriculture activities so that we can accurately track our progress in implementing these actions.   

“We look forward to implementing the plan and continuing to focus our research activities to answer the many complex questions surrounding these critical issues.”   
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