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by

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman

Regarding the President’s Initiative Against Illegal Logging

July 28, 2003

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture is pleased to be a part of President Bush’s Initiative Against Illegal Logging.  The initiative, announced today by Secretary of State Colin Powell, will help developing countries fight illegal logging and associated trade through public-private partnerships and incentive-based programs.  

“USDA will continue its efforts to help countries improve forest monitoring, forestry practices and law enforcement; and to promote market transparency and incentives for trade in legally sourced forest products.  We are also committed to enforcing the Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) by regulating the import, export and re-export of CITES-protected timber species to ensure they are being traded in compliance with the treaty and U.S. regulations.

“Illegal logging is a serious problem in terms of its contributions to global deforestation.  The actions announced today to address governance, community-based actions, the transfer of technology to those communities and harnessing market forces will assist greatly countries in addressing this issue.”  
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