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Release No.  0332.03

by

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman

Regarding

U.S – Russia Agreement on U. S. Meat and Poultry Market Access
“We are very pleased that the access issue for U.S. meat and poultry into the Russian market has been resolved.  We appreciate the persistent efforts of Ambassador Robert Zoellick and the USTR team in obtaining satisfactory resolution of the tariff rate quota issue.  This agreement will bring greater certainty to our poultry trade in this very important market.

“Concerning the sanitary and phytosanitary issues, a USDA team is now in Moscow for two days of technical discussions with Russian officials.  Satisfactory resolution of an issue involving footwear would enable final implementation of the new veterinary certificate agreed upon earlier in the year.”
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