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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES PURCHASE OF MORE THAN $42 MILLION

IN DRIED FRUIT AND TREE NUTS FOR CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, Sept. 30, 2003 –– Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced plans to purchase up to $42.2 million of dried fruits and tree nuts for donation to child nutrition and other domestic food assistance programs.  The purchase will include plums, dates, figs, raisins and walnuts.

“This purchase will provide recipients of federal food programs with popular, nutritious food products,” said Veneman.

USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service purchases a variety of high quality food products every year for distribution by USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service to the National School Lunch Program, the School Breakfast Program, the Summer Food Service Program, the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations, the Nutrition Program for the Elderly, the Commodity Supplemental Food Program and the Emergency Food Assistance Program. USDA also makes emergency purchases of commodities for distribution to victims of natural disasters. 

Today’s announcement will bring the total purchases of dried fruits and tree nuts in this fiscal year (beginning Oct. 1, 2002) to $95.1 million.  This is the second largest total annual purchase of these products in several years.  In fiscal year 2001, with special supplemental funding from Congress, USDA purchased $118 million worth of dried fruits and tree nuts.

More information on USDA programs is available at www.usda.gov and information on President Bush’s Healthier U.S. Initiative can be found at www.whitehouse.gov.
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