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“Good afternoon, and thank you, George, for that kind introduction.  

“First, I’d like to add my congratulations to all the winners today of the Anna Maria Arias Memorial Business Fund Awards.

“You are all wonderful examples of success through risk-taking and you represent the changing face of American business.

“It is a pleasure to be with you and it is wonderful to be here in Phoenix.

“Before I make my remarks, I’d like to extend a warm greeting from President Bush to the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and I ask George to stand up here while I read just a small part of a letter from President Bush to your organization. 

“The President writes:


“The entrepreneurial spirit of our citizens creates economic growth and prosperity.

“By supporting and promoting Hispanic business owners, the USHCC gives innovative and hard-working men and women the opportunity to fully participate in the economy and realize their dreams.

“My Administration is promoting the growth of minority businesses and advancing equal opportunity for all Americans.

 “We will continue to be faithful to our founding ideals so that every person can realize the promise of America.

“I commend the USHCC for supporting Hispanic entrepreneurs and encouraging the economic development of Hispanic-owned businesses.

“Your work contributes to a better nation and more prosperous future for our businesses, our communities and our Nation.

“Laura joins me in sending our best wishes for a memorable event.

“Signed, George W. Bush.”

[Applause]

“I am truly honored to be a part of the President’s team.  This is a team that has good representation from the Hispanic community such as Secretary Mel Martinez of the Department of Housing and Urban Development, Al Gonzalez, who is the Counsel to the President. 

“Hector Barreto who is the Administrator of the Small Business Administration, someone who has helped many of you, Cari Dominguez, the Chairwoman of the Equal Employment Opportunity commission, Ruben Barrales, the White House Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, Dr. Richard Carmona, the Surgeon General and at our Department of Agriculture, my undersecretary of food safety, Dr. Elsa Murano. 

“These are just a few of the fine Hispanic American appointees in this administration. 

“It is truly an honor to represent the Administration here in Phoenix. Front and center on the President’s domestic agenda are the economy and jobs. He has already led the enactment of two tax-cut and stimulus measures and the economy is strengthening. 

“The President continues to pursue a six-point plan to build on the progress that has already been made. His plan would lower health-care costs, limit frivolous lawsuits, enact a sound national energy policy, reduce needless regulatory burdens, encourage trade, and make tax relief permanent. This also includes getting rid of the death tax once and for all.

[Applause]

“Support for minority and women-owned businesses are a vital part of his plan. Today, women-owned businesses are growing at twice the rate of other American firms, employing nine million Americans. That means that increasingly, the future face of American business is the face of a woman.

[Applause]

“The Administration is working to open additional opportunities for women in federal procurement. In 2002, the federal contracting dollars that went to women-owned small businesses increased 25 percent from $5.5 billion to $6.8 billion.

“The Department that I head, the United States Department of Agriculture, also plays an important role in economic development.  

“We are investing in rural America and helping businesses to compete and diversify and building vital infrastructure, such as water systems, telecommunications and housing. Through this work, this year alone, the department will help create or save an estimated 350,000 jobs in rural America.  

“This Administration is also committed to expanding jobs through increased international trade.  

“Last year, Congress granted President Bush Trade Promotion Authority and he has worked aggressively to open and expand market opportunities. Twelve million American jobs depend on exports and these jobs pay from 13 to 18 percent more than other jobs.

“The President has actively pursued bilateral trade agreements, such as the agreements with Chile and Singapore that he signed into law last month.

“We are currently negotiating regional trade agreements, such as the U.S.-Central American Free Trade Agreement and the Free Trade Area for the Americas, or FTAA. The FTAA would create the world’s largest market, with nearly 800 million consumers from the Aleutian Islands to Tierra del Fuego, and a combined GDP of nearly $13 trillion in 34 countries.

“Meanwhile, U.S. exports to our trade partners under the North American Free Trade Agreement have nearly doubled in the last ten years.

“The President is also investing in rural America. 

“Before traveling to Phoenix, I was in New Mexico, the birthplace of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. We were in the town of Anthony, which is a colonia across the border from El Paso, Texas. There are 12 million residents of the colonias, many of whom live in substandard conditions.

“Providing affordable housing in rural America is one of our major objectives. USDA has invested more than $8 billion in rural housing since this Administration took office.

“This helps support the President’s Minority Homeownership Initiative, and its goal of an additional 5.5 million minority homeowners by the end of the decade.

“But for any segment of our society to be successful, we must ensure that there is access to healthy nutrition.  


“Many people don’t know it, but the U.S. Department of Agriculture also oversees the Nation’s  nutrition programs including the Food Stamp program, school lunch program, school breakfast program and the Women, Infants and Children’s program.  

“Just yesterday, I announced that benefits under the Food Stamp program have been restored to all qualified legal immigrant children, regardless of how long they have been in the United States.

[Applause]

“There is another nutrition related issue that I want to talk about for a moment and that is the issue of obesity.  Not many Americans think about it in economic terms, but it is becoming a growing financial and health crisis.

“We must do more as a society to address the epidemic of obesity. Today, nearly two out of three Americans are overweight or obese, a 50 percent increase from just a decade ago. More than 300,000 Americans will die this year from causes related to obesity, such as heart disease, diabetes, cancer and other illnesses.

“In strictly financial terms, obesity costs American business and society about $117 billion a year, mostly in increased medical costs.  That is more than the combined state budgets of California and Connecticut.

“Among children, one out of six is obese, and among Hispanic children, it is double that, or one in three. As a nation, we all bear these costs, financial, physical and emotional.

“As businesses, government representatives and individuals we all must play a role to address it. 

“Before I close, I would like to mention one other health issue.  That is the issue of breast cancer.

“Yesterday marked the start of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Breast cancer affected me.  It has affected our next speaker Marion Luna Brem early in life and it has affected many others. 

“I cannot stress strongly enough the importance of preventive screenings for both women and men.  

“Screening does save lives. 

[Applause]

“Thank you again for allowing me to be with you today. Good luck on a successful meeting.” 

[Applause]
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