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     “SECRETARY MOSELEY:  Thank you Dr. Rice.  Can you hear me okay?  Okay.  If I start to waver a little bit on this, somebody will have to let me know.  Good morning.
     UNISON RESPONSE:  Good morning.
     “SECRETARY MOSELEY:  That's not bad, although it's 9:20; you ought to be doing better than that.  So, let's try it again.  Good morning.
     UNISON RESPONSE:  Good morning [loud].
     “SECRETARY MOSELEY:  It's a pleasure to be here.  I intend to have a buffalo burger tomorrow.  Nobody knows what that means?  [Laughter.]  Oh, it's a bison burger?  Okay.  When I was outside here, I was teasing a couple of friends.  I said, now, let's see, it's the Kansas State Jayhawks.  [Laughter.]  Yeah, I'm still standing.
     “No, I was just teasing.  I do know that it's the Purdue Boiler Makers.  [Laughter.]  Anyway.  These rivalries are just so much fun and it gives me an opportunity to go around the country and tell stories and make jokes.  And people are enthusiastic and excited about their teams.  You know what that really means?  It means they are excited about where they went to school, their alma mater.  Because they understand the importance and the value of what happened there.
     “It's one of the really, I think, understated accomplishments of this country:  the Land Grant System and what it’s really done.  We at the Department of Agriculture are extremely proud to be a part of that system, to support it, because it really did change this country.  It allowed individuals to go to school, get an education, the common man to improve his life and that of his family and to make this country the greatest country on the face of the Earth.  We just simply don't appreciate it, I think, most of the time, the significant accomplishments that President Abraham Lincoln provided this country when he made the decision in 1862.
     “So, it's a pleasure to be here with you. Senator Roberts, I understand has been delayed a little bit getting here.  Senator Roberts is a very good friend and he sent the invitation to me to be with you today and I was just absolutely thrilled to accept that invitation.
   “The Senator has had a keen interest in this issue, as well as Senator Brownback. Sam and I also go back a number of years. We were involved in NASDA, the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture. And so we have a relationship as well.
    “And I think you could ask the question:  Why would two senators from Kansas be interested or concerned about global climate change in the way that they are?  Well, I think that, probably, a lot of that relates to the fact that they understand something that, perhaps many people out there in the public know.  And that's that agriculture is going to have a significant impact—be part of the solution--on this environmental issue the public's concerned about.  Of course, both of them coming from this state where agriculture is so important, understand this as do the people in this state and farmers, ranchers and producers all across this country.  Of course, that's my interest, as well.
     “As a farmer from Indiana, this issue has been a kind of dream or an idea or a vision for a number of years.  We are just that close to it becoming reality and in fact we’re taking some important first steps to move it across the line. 

     “I want to recognize the support of CASMGS [Consortium for Agricultural Soils Mitigation of Greenhouse Gases].  It takes organizations of people coming together like that, in order for things to start to happen.
     “That word research--we talk about it, we say it—but it's one of those things that is kind of underrated. For us, though, at the Department, science based upon good solid research is extremely important in building the foundation for everything we do. This issue is really no exception.
     “As I look at it, to develop this issue, unless you have that good science base and foundation, you don’t have a credible basis for a market—a market to trade carbon credits. And from that market, then, of course, we can begin to develop additional income out there for producers as well as solve the bigger and broader issue of global climate change that we are keenly interested in. 
     “So at the Department of Agriculture we're committed, first and foremost, to good science.  It doesn't make any difference if it's in food safety, whether it's in international trade--because many of the issues of international trade are related to science--or whether it is global climate change. Science is the key, one that we have to build all of our foundations upon. 

     “We're also looking for that science to develop into technologies.  Technologies to increase carbon storage on agriculture lands are what we now need to move toward. We are at that point.
     “We were having some discussions out here in the hall and we heard someone make the comment, well, there are individuals in this audience who are ready to move forward and are moving forward.  Those individuals are developing technologies.  That's the next step we are beginning to get to. 
     “Thomas Edison said, `we don't know half of one millionth of one percent about anything.’  But science is changing the way that we think.  We know about science and technology.  Technology in agriculture has always led. It's the way we solve problems. If we look at agriculture in this country, the number one reason why agriculture in the United States has been in the lead in the world is because of our ability to do research, develop technology and most importantly, implement it. 
     “So we are at that point now where that technology is being developed and we're ready to begin to advance it in ways that will improve the way we are able to capture carbon and put it in the soil.  Agriculture's going to be, of course, an important part of it.  And I can’t leave out forestry, as well.  Forestry, the opportunities out there on forestlands are equally important to us.
     “Last June, Secretary Veneman announced some actions that we are taking to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. That was an important step forward for us.  We've been working on this for a couple of years.  In fact, it was one of the first things when I came in as Deputy Secretary that I was notified we would be doing within the Department.  That is, we'd be working with the Department of Energy and the Department of Commerce, helping them put together the program.  Why?  Well, because President Bush made a commitment--a commitment that we would reduce greenhouse gases in this country by 18 percent over the decade. That was a response to, Kyoto, the protocol. The President said people talked and talked and talked about the treaty but the United States of America is going to do something about this issue.  So we set forward a plan of action to do something instead of talk about it.
     “So, that said, I have been involved since in a process to put together the science and technology to address at least the agriculture portion of this solution. But we must be flexible, able to adjust to new information, information that's developed, quite frankly, every day.  There will be new information and the sharing of ideas that happens at this particular conference.  That's the reason why we have these conferences. So we can bring the intellectual capacities of the people who know the issues together, as well as those who have practical applications.  It's very important that we have scientists and people who are going to apply that science working together.
     “To deliver on this initiative, the Administration’s 2004 budget, requested a 15 percent increase in funding climate change programs. If we get a 2004 budget, we bring total government spending to $4.3 billion.  It's the highest budget we've ever had.
     “In addition, we have another new tool—one that is a significant step forward because it provided some new funding for conservation programs in this country.  The President's '04 budget also includes $1.7 billion to fund the Federal Climate Change Science Program.  And that includes $185 million for the Climate Change Research Initiative. .

     “Do those numbers mean anything?  They do.  Back on the farm, those are just numbers and are big--bigger than the budget I dealt with.  In the government, $1.7 billion is still a big number.  So, we're making a significant commitment at the federal level to do this.
     “So what's the President's commitment to climate change mean for agriculture?  Both in terms of his personal attention toward significant funding—what I would suggest to you is if that wasn't there, the President’s personal attention and commitment and several members of Congress, the kinds of things we're doing today, likely wouldn't happen or, if they did happen, we wouldn't be able to take the next steps.
     “Dollars speak and what they say is that these increases are necessary to address the priorities set by this Administration.
     “I would make the point because it is important, the President has also said that agriculture is going to play a significant role in these decisions--and that's the reason why the Department of Agriculture is front and center in terms of developing the science, helping with the technology.
     “As a result of this, we're moving forward on four basic fronts.  First, for the first time ever, we're considering the greenhouse gas reduction as a part of the conservation programs of this country.  I have to say, as I indicated in my introduction, that's one thing that I've kind of been dreaming about for some period of time.  Because we kind of knew that this was an area where agriculture in particular and forestry could be a significant part of the solution.  
     “So it’s important that agriculture is involved.  We're looking at it in terms of NRCS programs, at the ability to have multiple benefits in any of those programs.  You know, we started out with the CRP [Conservation Reserve Program] and, then there were some additional benefits that improved water quality.  So we focused on that as well as reduction of soil erosion, highly eroded land. Then we began to realize that those CRP lands, because were proving important in terms of wildlife habitat.  And we got additional benefits.  Now we're to the point where we're looking one step further.  The additional benefit of being able to capture carbon. 
     “So, it doesn't make any difference if it's EQIP [Environmental Quality Incentives Program] or whether it's CRP or forest land enhancement programs, any of these programs are candidates and are being recognized as something that we can include this carbon sequestration concept into and provide benefits to producers. 
     “This is an historic development –the amount of dollars that's available under the Farm Bill for conservation programs, gives us at USDA a new tool, a significant tool to help move forward. 
     “The second thing we're doing is that we've been asked to develop a system within agriculture and forestry to help account for these benefits.  Right now, we're working to improve our ability to measure and monitor changes in carbon storage and greenhouse gas emissions so we can track that progress.
     “We're in the process right now of seeking public input.  We really need input from the scientific community.  We plan to have these rules available starting in January of 2004.
     “Third, we are committed to exploring new technologies and improving techniques for storing carbon and reducing greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture and forests. We start with science, and then it goes to technology.  The key point here, as I've already alluded to, is that the innovation, the creativeness of technology will come from people on the land.  And it's scientists, federal employees working within NRCS, for example, and it's producers working together; that's going to push these technologies over. And each makes a contribution to making sure of that.  So, we're looking to producers, to farmers, to ranchers to help us.  Quite frankly, we’ll get a lot more out of it. It will be a lot more beneficial. 
     “Finally, USDA has a role, as a catalyst to further our understanding of the science and applied research—that stands behind the nation’s highest priorities.  This research not only makes high-tech advances possible, but also practical. These points come together I think fairly clearly when you look at the issue of anaerobic digesters. I’m a hog producer. I’ve been watching this one for 20 years.  We're to the point where anaerobic digesters and the benefits that we can get from that technology, are finally to the point where it makes sense. They produce energy, put it back into the farming operation and that reduces emissions.  Those can be traded to move this forward, in terms of credits.  And we just simply do a better job of managing odor on the hog farm. Put all those things together—like pieces of a puzzle--put them together correctly and you have some technology and finally, it's time to let it work.
     “So, it's precisely to pioneer such projects as this to reduce the uncertainties associated with this complex science to measure the benefits of these practices that we look to the research community to help us.  And then we look to those individuals out there who are commonly referred to as the Extension Service to take that research to ground level and then work with producers to make sure those technologies make sense and are practical.
     “It's that combination of individuals who put it on the line working together who get us where we need to be. This is a time of some uncertainty on this earth.  That's the reason why you're here.  If everything was figured out, there wouldn't be a need to have a conference like this.  So there is some uncertainty but there are also breakthroughs--  breakthroughs in our knowledge and our understanding that will make this thing become reality.
     “So, on behalf of the Department, I thank you for putting your energy and your time into helping make the national commitment that we've made to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 18 percent in ten years and also to help make agriculture part of the solution. We need your continued assistance. Thank you for being here.  Let's go on together to try and get this done because it is important.  Not only just for farmers and ranchers but, also, for our country.”
      [Applause.]
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