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“Good afternoon and thank you Dr. Jen for the job you are doing here at USDA and for your leadership on the interagency working group on domestic animal genomics. 

“I can think of no one better to take on this important job.

“And thanks too, to Dr. Collins and the National Institutes of Health for their leadership and contributions to this project and also to our partners from the State of Texas as well as Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

“We appreciate the representatives from Governor Perry’s office and Genome Canada who are here today.


“Thanks also for the leadership of Dr. Marburger and Dr. Olsen at the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy and to Dr. Ronnie Green, who is our project officer at here USDA.

“A special thanks to Ambassador Armstrong and the Armstrong family in Texas whose foresight and leadership helped to make this project a reality.

“I am pleased to help launch the Bovine Genome Sequencing Project and to welcome you to USDA.

“As you can tell, the project to sequence the bovine genome truly is international in scope and it is an excellent example of public-private partnerships.

“USDA is proud to contribute $11 million to this effort.

“This year we marked the 50th anniversary of Watson and Crick’s historic announcement of the structure of DNA.

“And just yesterday right here on this patio, we celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Agricultural Research Service, which of course is a pioneer in genomics.

-more-

“Only half a century after discovering the building blocks of life, we are unlocking their secrets at a breathtaking pace.

“These new discoveries and applications will benefit people around the world in ways that we can only begin to imagine today.

“Sequencing the Bovine Genome is a vital first step that will lay the groundwork for breakthroughs that are still to come, which hold the promise of significant enhancements to both human health and agriculture.

“This research yielded by the project will present a tremendous opportunity to farmers and industry to improve the control and treatment of animal diseases as well as to enhance food safety.

“Producers can benefit through improved production efficiency and products while consumers will enjoy better quality and safer food.

“I know that Dr. Olsen will underscore that genomics is a top priority of the Administration.

“The Bovine Genome project is only one of many that will expand our understanding of animal genomes including the chicken, honeybee and swine.

“This past June, when the U.S. Department of Agriculture hosted a Ministerial Conference on Agricultural Science and Technology in Sacramento, we hosted that conference to identify ways technology can increase agricultural productivity. At that conference, I identified genomics as one of the most promising areas for future progress.

“Partnerships like the one we are launching today are critical in making that progress a reality.

“The partners in this project are on a new frontier that is made possible by truly revolutionary science with benefits to humanity and the health of people all around the world.

“Eliminating hunger, improving nutrition, and reducing agriculture’s impact on the environment are all potential outcomes of this research.

“Genomics is exciting for its scientific promise but it is also a noble cause.

“I want to congratulate all who are a part of this project new project and I look forward to the accomplishments that are ahead.

“Thank you very much.”

