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             "Well, thank you very much, Dr. Penn, for that kind introduction, and welcome to all of our distinguished guests who are here with us today.  It's truly an honor for us  here at USDA to host this event and to see so many familiar faces.  I know a number of you were also at the State Department this morning to celebrate that wonderful event, naming of the recipients of this year's World Food Prize which Dr. Borlaug helped to plan.


"We'd also like to wish Dr. Borlaug a belated happy birthday.  He celebrated his 90th birthday just last Thursday, and --


[Applause] 


"After a long and productive career, he has achieved more in retirement than most people do in their lifetime.  His remarkable accomplishments have also allowed countless others all around the country to see many more birthdays than they would have otherwise.


"And also when I was Sacramento I did not [Inaudible].  We were sitting next to each other at lunch at the Ministerial Conference, and he told me that his niece works at the USDA.  And we're very pleased to have with us today Margaret Breinholt who's been with our General Council's Office here at USDA for 30 years.  

          [Applause]


"It is a special privilege for me to announce a historic new program in honor of a great pioneer, someone whose extraordinary contributions have touched the lives of millions by alleviating world hunger.


"Many of you are familiar with the remarkable career of Dr. Borlaug which began interestingly enough in the USDA, and it made me think that many do really affiliate or associate (unclear) USDA, (unclear) West Forest Service.  He started at that Forest Service in the mid-1930s.  Years later, he still serves at Texas A&M University as a distinguished professor of international agriculture.


"In 1986 he became president of the Sasakawa Africa Association which works to increase farm production in Africa.



"Currently he's a senior consultant with the International Maize and Wheat Center in Mexico, or CIMMYT, to which he continues to lend his considerable knowledge and expertise.


"During his long, illustrious career he has received more than 35 honorary doctorate degrees, numerous honors including the Presidential Medal of Freedom.


"But the achievement for which he is most recognized is his research in developing a high-yielding, drought-resistant variety of wheat in 1960.  This development saved literally tens of millions of people in India and Pakistan from starvation and began what came to be known as the ‘Green Revolution.’


"For his outstanding work, Dr. Borlaug was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970. 


"In his long and distinguished career, Dr. Borlaug is among those who have seen suffering and have offered solutions.  Perhaps more than anyone else, Dr. Borlaug -- or the "Father of the Green Revolution" as he is known to many of us -- is responsible for reversing severe food shortages and averting mass starvations.


"One thing that you might not know about Dr. Borlaug is that while he has inspired countless people with his work, he has even inspired a rap song.  So we found these lyrics last weekend on one of the Internet [inaudible] birthday last week.  I don't know if you know that.  And so here's just an example of what we found.


‘Straight out of Iowa, Norman came,

Then traveled the world, saw suffering and pain.

Millions of people were starving, yo

In Pakistan, India, Mexico.

But just a few years after Norman came,

They all had bumper crops of grain.’


"It is research like Dr. Borlaug's that has contributed to substantial gains in global agricultural productivity in the 20th century.  We know from the experience of many of these countries, including our own, what can result when agricultural productivity increases.


"Farm and rural incomes rise; nutrition and food security improve; more food is available for export, increasing export earnings; food costs drop, giving consumers more money to spend on other products and services; and human and other resources are freed up for productive uses in other parts of the economy-- which again stimulates economic growth and higher incomes.


"The remarkable point about science and technology is that the answers to improving people's ability to produce food do not necessarily lie in the most expensive advancements.  Many conventional technologies and systems that have been widely used for decades can be adapted to bring significant productivity gains to the world's poorest countries.


"This past summer Dr. Borlaug, along with many other distinguished speakers, joined me at the historic Ministerial Conference and Exposition on Agriculture Science and Technology that was hosted in Sacramento, California.  We had about 1,000 people attending including 119 ministerial-level participants; ministers of agriculture, of science and technology, of the environment, health, commerce and trade all attended.


"The Ministerial's entire focus was on how science and technology, both in small steps and in great leaps, can significantly improve our world's ability to produce food.



"In his keynote address, Dr. Borlaug challenged government leaders to commit to accelerating the transfer and adaptation of technologies in the developing world, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and Asia.


"He spoke about the benefits of biotechnology, which can extend the Green Revolution to the Gene Revolution.  This will provide better diets at lower prices to many more food-insecure people; higher crop yields that require a fraction of the pesticide applications of other varieties; crops that can withstand climate extremes and which are adapted to the needs of individual regions; and plants that are fortified with nutrients that promote health and nutrition, such as vitamin A-enriched golden rice which prevents night blindness.


"Dr. Borlaug shared his vision of countries sharing technologies either currently available or far along in the research pipeline that could eventually help to feed 10 billion people.


"He reminded us that Pakistan became self-sufficient in wheat production through education and training after their scientists learned how to double their wheat production.  And after receiving training in high-yield technologies, India became self-sufficient in the production of both wheat and rice and even became an exporter in 1982.


"To support this vision, today I am pleased to announce the establishment of the Norman E. Borlaug International Science and Technology Fellowship Program.  This innovative program administered by the Foreign Agricultural Service will educate and train countries, primarily from the developing world, in the latest science and agricultural technologies.


"Beginning this year about 20 Borlaug Fellows, and then up to 100 Fellows each year, can have the chance to come to the United States to pursue short-term training programs in scientific and agricultural technologies.


"Borlaug Fellows will include agricultural researchers, policymakers, scientists, and faculty members from developing countries -- focusing on sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and Asia, where hunger and malnutrition remain intractable problems.  For example, chronic hunger for 200 million Africans continues to be an unprecedented crisis.  


"The Borlaug Program will provide a tremendous opportunity for the Fellows from developing countries to learn about a wide variety of agricultural technologies including those related to production, processing and marketing.


"They will learn how t0 increase crop and livestock productivity and improve upon water conservation and management technologies.  They will be given the opportunity to learn how to strengthen their food-processing abilities through safety techniques, packaging and handling technologies and food-marketing practices.


"The Borlaug Program will also help countries address obstacles that hinder the adoption of new technologies-- such as ineffective policies and regulations and weak agricultural extension and research services.  


"As Borlaug Fellows, they will participate in programs at land-grant universities, international agricultural research centers and organizations, and private sector institutions.  They will focus on practical training experiences in both the laboratory and in the field.


"This innovative fellowship program had generated enthusiasm among several other government agencies.  I am pleased that the Department of State will be marshalling resource for this program.  They will be developing Fulbright-Borlaug Fellowships that will focus specifically on agricultural science and technology.


"My thanks to Under Secretary of State Alan Larson and Dr. George Atkinson, the Secretary of Technology Advisor for Secretary Powell for their tremendous support.


"And we also want to thank the Agency for International Development for its support of the program and to Emmy Simmons who's the assistant administrator for USAID.


"We are also working with the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research to place fellows through 16 international research centers, including CIMMYT where Dr. Borlaug did his groundbreaking research.


"I am also pleased to have Dr. Masa Iwanaga, the director of CIMMYT, here with us today. In order to achieve many of our goals, the building of additional partnerships among countries, academia and industry will be critical.


"We are proud of our own land grant university and extension system and believe it has much to offer to the fellows.  As I mentioned earlier, Dr. Borlaug is professor emeritus at Texas A&M University.  And we are pleased that the vice chancellor of Texas A&M, Dr. Edward Hiler, has joined us today.


"Working together, we can keep the momentum going and face the many challenges that lie ahead.  Science and technology can reduce global inequities, improve food security, encourage open economies and free societies, and facilitate the shared benefits of trade.


"We can harness the power of technology, using it wisely for the good of all, and the Norman E. Borlaug Fellowship Program will play a pivotal role in helping us meet that goal.


"I close with the words of Dr. Borlaug himself in a newspaper interview about two years ago-- which serves as a guide for our efforts:  ‘There are a lot of potential leaders who never become leaders because they don't put out that extra effort to move into unexplored territory.  The difference is courage.’


"My thanks to all those who have the courage to work for the benefit of people all around the world.  We are truly honored, Dr. Borlaug, to have you with us today, and it is my great pleasure to announce this program."


"Thank you very much.”


[Applause.]

