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Release No. 0141.04

by

Bill Hawks, Undersecretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs

Regarding a Request by Creekstone for Private BSE Testing

April 9, 2004

"Yesterday, USDA officials informed Creekstone Farms Premium Beef that its request for a license to use rapid tests for Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) in a private marketing program can not be granted at this time.  The test is now licensed for animal health surveillance purposes.  The use of the test as proposed by Creekstone would have implied a consumer safety aspect that is not scientifically warranted.


"The United States has taken aggressive measures in response to BSE to both protect consumer health and the animal herd.  These measures include an enhanced surveillance system which will test a significant proportion of the population of high risk animals.  As part of this system, USDA recently approved rapid tests for screening these animals to determine the presence of BSE in the cattle herd.    This action and the approach are based on recommendations by an international panel of experts who reviewed our systems.  That panel also explicitly noted that there is no scientific justification for 100 percent testing because the disease does not appear in younger animals.   


"We are continuing our discussions with all of our trading partners so that trade can resume based on international scientific standards set by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)."
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