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VENEMAN HIGHLIGHTS HEALTHY FOREST INITIATIVE DURING EARTH DAY TOUR OF ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FORESTS 

Announces Funding for Continued Research


KANE, Pa., April 22, 2004—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today toured forest health projects on the Allegheny National Forest and visited a state-of-the-art local mill processing some of the forest’s world-class black cherry wood to view first hand implementation efforts of President Bush’s Health Forest Initiative. 


Veneman also announced the allocation of an additional $55,000 to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service’s Kane Experiment Station for continued research implementing the Healthy Forests Restoration Act.  


“The Bush Administration is working hard every day, not just on Earth Day, to enhance our natural resources, including protecting forest health,” Veneman said.  “By working to ensure healthier forests, we are providing future generations with cleaner air and water, improved wildlife and fish habitat, healthier watersheds and wetlands and places for recreation. These efforts also benefit local economies.”


Veneman, joined by U.S. Congressman John Peterson and other community leaders, visited several timber salvage and regeneration projects in areas of the Allegheny blown down by a severe windstorm last July that are also experiencing mortality from insects and diseases and prolonged and repeated drought. The forest, which comprises of 513,000 acres, used the new limited timber harvest categorical exclusion under the Healthy Forest Initiative to help the priority projects move forward more quickly. The group also toured the high-tech Kane Hardwood mill, which is using scanners, optimizers and computer-operated saws to maximize products from raw logs.

The Forest Service’s Kane Experimental Forest (Warren, Penn.), in collaboration with scientists from several universities, will use the additional funds announced by Secretary Veneman to study the economic and ecological problems created by the windstorm and to develop a long-term salvage strategy for future disturbances in northeast forests. The windstorm affected about 300 acres of the Kane Experimental Forest making them at risk for insects and disease.



In August 2002, President Bush announced the Healthy Forests Initiative 

 (http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/) pledge to care for America’s forests and rangelands, reduce the risk of catastrophic fire to communities, help save the lives of firefighters and citizens and protect threatened and endangered species while upholding environmental standards and encouraging early public input during review and planning processes. President Bush signed the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/field-guide/web/) into law in December 2003, granting the USDA Forest Service and Interior Department agencies new authority to address the forest health crisis across 20 million acres of federal land. The Act is the first major forest-management legislation in a quarter century. 
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