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USDA PERFORMANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT RATES HIGH

Mercatus Center Ranks USDA Report Fourth Among Government Agencies

WASHINGTON, May 3, 2004 — A recently released report by the Mercatus Center recognized USDA as one of the most improved federal agencies.  In its 5th Annual Performance Report Scorecard, USDA ranked fourth out of 24 government agencies, an improvement from the FY 2002 report’s 12th-place ranking.
“Due to the concerted effort by USDA agencies and the Office of the Chief Financial Officer, this is USDA’s highest ranking,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “These results illustrate that USDA has made significant improvements to meet the President’s Management Agenda initiatives.” 

The Mercatus Center is an education, research and outreach organization that works with scholars, policy experts and government officials to bridge academic and real-world practice.  The Center, located at George Mason University, conducts its government-accountability project to help improve the public-sector management process.  

The USDA was cited for its “very thorough and generally excellent assessment of performance data.  This analysis identifies the data source(s) for each performance goal and describes any issues concerning the completeness, reliability or timeliness of the data.”  The report noted USDA improved because of notable improvements in accessibility of its report, articulation of public benefits, explanation of failures and development of plans to improve performance in the future. 
Further information about the PAR can be obtained by contacting USDA’s Office of the Chief Financial Officer at (202) 720-5539.  A full copy of the Mercatus Center’s report can be found on the Web at www.mercatus.org/pdf/materials/649.pdf. 
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