Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (AC21)

 Seventeenth Plenary Meeting

November 28-29, 2007
Washington, D.C. 
Draft Agenda

Meeting Objectives:

· Complete all substantive work on a paper addressing the question, “What issues should USDA consider regarding coexistence among diverse agricultural systems in a dynamic, evolving, and complex marketplace?” and develop a plan for finalizing the paper and presenting it to the Office of the Secretary, USDA;
· Discuss the new Biotechnology Quality Management System proposed by USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and offer views on a series of questions relating to its implementation; and 
· Consider initial presentations to the committee on transgenic animals.  

Wednesday, November 28
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion

8:30 - 9:00
Welcome, Committee updates, and meeting objectives

· Dr. Michael Schechtman, Designated Federal Official, USDA

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chairperson

9:00 - 9:20
Overview of agenda and summary from last meeting

 Facilitators

· Cynthia Sulton, HW&W

· Abby Dilley, RESOLVE

· Kathy Grant, RESOLVE
9:20-9:45
Remarks from the Office of the Secretary and discussion
9:45 -10:00
Break
10:00–12:30
Review of draft coexistence paper

12:30 – 1:45
Lunch

1:45 – 3:00
Complete review of draft coexistence paper

3:00 – 3:15
Determine plan for finalizing coexistence paper and submitting to the Office of the Secretary

3:15 – 3:30
Break

3:30 – 5:00
Public Comment

Thursday, November 29

8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion

8:30 – 8:40
Review of the Day’s Agenda

8:40 – 10:15
Discussion of USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service proposed Biotechnology Quality Management System

10:15 – 10:30 Break

Presentations on transgenic agricultural animals

10:30- 11:10
Science and developments in transgenic animal engineering and assisted reproduction technologies—Dr. Fuller Bazer and Dr. James Robl, AC21
11:10- 11:50
Current status of regulations for transgenic animals and foods derived from them—Fred Degnan, J.D., King and Spalding

11:50- 12:30
New animal technologies and animal producers—Dr. Michael Engler, AC21
12:30– 1:40     Lunch
1:40 – 2:20
Consumer reactions to products of new animal technologies—Dr. Michael Fernandez (formerly Executive Director, Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology)

2:20- 3:00
Social and ethical issues around animals produced using modern reproductive technologies—Dr. Paul Thompson, W.K. Kellogg Chair, Department of Philosophy, Michigan State University

3:00 – 3:15
Break
3:15 – 3:40
General committee discussion of presentations
3:40 – 4:00
Review of procedures to finalize the coexistence paper for the Secretary and wrap-up
4:00
Adjourn
