
FEATURE –USDA HELPS REVITALIZE SOUTH CAROLINA FOREST LAND 

INTRO: A USDA program is being used to help bring wildlife back to forest land in 
South Carolina. The USDA’s Bob Ellison has more. (1:37) 

THIS FOREST LAND IN WEST CENTRAL SOUTH CAROLINA IS BEING 
REVITALIZED THROUGH THE U-S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE’S 
WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM OR WHIP. U-S-D-A’S NATURAL 
RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE IS PARTNERING WITH OTHER 
FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES, PRIVATE GROUPS AND LANDOWNERS TO 
BRING NATIVE WILDLIFE AND PLANTS BACK TO THE AREA. KNOWN AS 
INDIAN CREEK THE AREA WAS OVERPLANTED WITH TREES THROUGH THE 
YEARS. 

Judy Barnes, South Carolina Department of Natural Resources: Well, historically the 
prairie grasses were here, but over time with the planting of trees that habitat just 
disappeared and when that habitat disappeared, so did wildlife. 

SO N-R-C-S IS WORKING WITH THE U-S-D-A FOREST SERVICE TO THIN 
TREES TO MAKE ROOM FOR NATIVE PLANTS AND ANIMALS. 

Beth LeMaster, USDA Forest Service: That allows the light to settle on the floor and so 
have your herbaceous growth that really grows up and it’s great for a lot of different 
wildlife species. 

Niles Glasgow, USDA NRCS: We’re able to put practices on the ground that’s going to 
benefit the bobwhite quail and of course that’s a southeastern initiative and one that’s 
very important to this state and to the southeast. 

UNDER THE WHIP, LANDOWNERS RECEIVE FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE TO IMPROVE THEIR PROPERTY. 

George Oxner, Newberry County, South Carolina landowner: When I first started it was 
non-productive timberland and I just wanted to have something that I could leave to my 
kids in the future. It’s a good investment. It’s just something any country boy would love 
to do. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WHIP, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL U-S-D-A 
SERVICE CENTER OR VISIT USDA DOT GOV AND SEARCH KEYWORD WHIP. 
FOR THE U-S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, I’M BOB ELLISON. 


