
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FEATURE – VILSACK MEETS WITH PRODUCERS ON ANIMAL I-D 
INTRO: Farm and ranch groups came to USDA in Washington to make their feelings 
known about a national animal identification system. The USDA’s Bob Ellison has more. 
(1:38) 

AGRICULTURE SECRETARY TOM VILSACK MET WITH PRODUCER GROUPS 
ABOUT A NATIONAL ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM AND SAID AT A 
PRESS CONFERENCE THAT THERE ARE QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS. 

Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary: A lot of the concerns stem from a credibility issue 
that USDA has in some parts of the country and so that suggests to me that we continue 
to have work to do to connect the USDA mission to the people that we’re trying to serve. 

A NATIONAL ANIMAL I-D SYSTEM WOULD ENABLE PRODUCERS AND 
ANIMAL HEALTH OFFICIALS TO RESPOND QUICKLY TO ANIMAL DISEASE 
EVENTS IN THE U-S. 

Vilsack: The question is how do we create a structure or system or how do we improve 
the current system to the point where we maximize our opportunity to prevent that kind 
of incident. 

PRODUCER GROUPS APPRECIATED VILSACK’S TIME WHILE REMAINING 
CAUTIOUS ABOUT A NATIONAL ANIMAL I-D SYSTEM. 

Mary Kay Thatcher, American Farm Bureau Federation: I can’t think of the last time that 
a secretary of agriculture spent two and a half hours with groups really seeking what their 
opinion was. 

Chuck Kiker, U.S. Cattlemen’s Association: Hopefully we’re going to get to a point that 
we have something that producers can participate in with confidence. Hopefully it 
doesn’t have to be mandatory. 

Thatcher: I think a lot of people see the benefit of an animal identification system, but I 
think overcoming the cost issue and the confidentiality issue are huge hurdles. 

VILSACK SAID HIS MEETING WITH PRODUCER GROUPS WOULD BE THE 
FIRST OF MANY. 

Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary: We will continue this process through a series of 
listening tour events throughout the country over the course of the next several months. 

Bob Ellison, USDA (STAND UP): As yet there is no listening session schedule but 
Secretary Vilsack hopes to get them done this year. In Washington for the U-S 
Department of Agriculture, I’m Bob Ellison. 




