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FEATURE – GETTING THE GOVERNMENT TO BUY GREEN 

INTRO: The U-S-D-A is letting federal, state and local governments know they have the 
option to buy green. The U-S-D-A’s Ron Buckhalt has more from San Antonio, Texas.   
(1:51) 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS WAS THE SITE FOR THIS YEAR’S LARGEST FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT TRADE SHOW. TEN THOUSAND ATTENDED THE U-S 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION EXHIBITION AND TRAINING TRADE 
SHOW TO SEE PRODUCTS FOR SALE TO FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS.  

Sueanne Pfifferling, United Soybean Board: We start and validate with Federal users. We 
help to expand this to state and local governments and the ultimate goal of consumers.  

FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR IN A ROW THE U-S DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE HELD A MINI-TRADE SHOW AND TRAINING PROGRAM AT 
THE EXPO TO SHOWCASE BIO-PREFERRED PRODUCTS.  THE BIO-
PREFERRED EXHIBITION DOUBLED FROM LAST YEAR. 

Cyndi Vallina, Office of Management and Budget: I’m very excited about how much the 
bio-based product base has grown and that there are so many products out there and the 
people who are selling them are doing a good job selling them to the Federal Government 
and I hope we can expand that market and get the rest of the country buying these 
products as well. 

Shelley Fidler, represents U.S. Green Building Council: We want to give those people an 
opportunity top educate the building community, the construction community and also 
Federal agencies about how fabulous these products are and that they are more and more 
available. 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ATTENDED BIOPREFERRED TRAINING 
SESSIONS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROGRAM AND HOW THEY CAN 
BUY AND USE BIO-BASED PRODUCTS MADE FROM AGRICULTURAL 
MATERIALS. 

Fred Weil, Image Group of Georgia: The bins are the TSA bins that we are all familiar 
with. Anybody that travels. You’ve had to put your shoes and your keys in there and so 
forth. They were traditionally made of petroleum plastic. The bins that I offer now are 
made of twenty percent corn resin and eight percent recycled plastic. 



STAND-UP: Bio-Preferred exhibitors were excited to meet this large gathering of 
Federal buyers and hope for sales results. From San Antonio for the U-S Department of 
Agriculture, I’m Ron Buckhalt. 


