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FEATURE – USDA EXPANDS THE PEOPLE’S GARDEN 
 
INTRO: Vegetables, herbs and flowers were planted in USDA’s People’s Garden in 
Washington D-C to highlight what the public can do to promote sustainable agriculture. 
The USDA’s Bob Ellison has more. 1:22 
 
AS PART OF AN EARTH DAY OBSERVANCE, U-S DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS INTRODUCED THE PLANTED PEOPLE’S GARDEN 
TO THE PUBLIC. AGRICULTURE DEPUTY SECRETARY KATHLEEN 
MERRIGAN HIGHLIGHTED THE ORGANIC NATURE OF THE GARDEN ON THE 
GROUNDS OF U-S-D-A HEADQUARTERS. 
 
Kathleen Merrigan, Agriculture Deputy Secretary: Everything that we are doing here 
from the start is involved with organic seedlings, organic seeds. 
We’re going to plant a variety of vegetables, flowers, herbs in our organic raised beds 
and in our organic urban container gardens. 
 
MERRIGAN HELPED PLANT A CEREMONIAL AMERICAN INDIAN GARDEN 
WITH  CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE CHAIRMAN JOSEPH BRINGS PLENTY 
TO HIGHLIGHT BOTH AMERICAN INDIAN FARMING AND GARDENING 
ACTIVITIES. 
 
Merrigan: There’s nothing more fun than gardening, especially with your children. It can 
be a great family activity and it actually is good exercise. 
 
USDA IS ENCOURAGING ITS FACILITIES ACROSS THE NATION AND 
AROUND THE WORLD TO ALSO PLANT AND GROW GARDENS. MERRIGAN 
ADDS SHE HOPES THE GARDEN REMINDS PEOPLE OF U-S-D-A’S ROLE IN 
AGRICULTURE AND AGRICULTURE’S IMPORTANCE IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 
 
Merrigan: The purpose of the people’s garden is to celebrate, to celebrate food production 
in America and to demonstrate that every person with a little piece of land can grow food. 
 
Bob Ellison, USDA (STAND-UP): U-S-D-A officials hope to get the produce of this 
garden certified organic and then donated to local food banks. In Washington, D-C for 
the U-S Department of Agriculture, I’m Bob Ellison. 
 


