FEATURE - USDA & SPORTSMEN BATTLE INVASIVE SPECIES

INTRO: The US Dept of Agriculture’s Forest Service is enlisting hunters and anglers in
their battle against invasive species. USDA’s Pat O’Leary has part 1 of a 5 part series -
Defending Favorite Places.” (1:58)

IT’S BEEN CALLED THE SILENT INVASION - SPECIES FROM OTHER REGIONS
OF THE WORLD ARE TAKING OVER AMERICA’S FAVORITE PLACES.

(Montage of voice-overs and samples of invasives)

Cliché: This is from Europe...Walker: This comes from Russia...Vance: Chinese
Wisteria ...Huckins: Japanese Knotweed....Kratville: The seeds stick to everything
Nesmith: Left unchecked, it totally chokes out native grasses and other species. And it
makes it where that hunting property you might frequent is not nearly as productive.

IN THE WAR ON NOXIOUS WEEDS AND OTHER INVASIVE SPECIES, THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS A NEW WEAPON: AMERICA’S HUNTERS AND
ANGLERS. THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE’S FOREST SERVICE IS
PARTNERING WITH SPORTSMEN’S GROUPS, AGENCIES AND INDIVIDUALS
TO FIGHT BACK.

Jim Olivarez, USDA Forest Service: Partnerships are really critical in the invasive
species arena. No one individual or group has enough resources to handle the situation.

Tom Toman, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation: There are just an awful lot of people that
see a pretty flower out there and assume it's a good thing out there. They don't realize
that noxious weeds always have ecological ramifications.

INVASIVE PLANTS, ON THE GROUND AND IN THE WATER, POSE A
SERIOUS THREAT TO NATIVE ECOSYSTEMS. THOSE WHO KNOW THE
OUTDOORS ARE IN PRIME POSITIONS TO TAKE ACTION, MAINLY BY
LIMITING THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE SEEDS.

Doug Grann, CEO, Wildlife Forever: 1"ve seen first hand,
where a truck has pulled in to a virgin place of native
prairie and the seed that was in the mud on the tracks of
that truck has spread to a new area. So make sure your
truck and your tires -- if it"s full of mud get rid of it
before you go into another field. Inspect your own clothes.
Get the seed that gets in the coat of the dog and eliminate
it. They can inspect, clean and drain their boat.

Mark Hilliard, Bureau of Land Management: The more that hunters and other
recreationists can help us in terms of identifying where some of these new infestations
are, then we can get after it pretty quickly. Get a fix on those with your GPS unit. Take a
picture of it and let us know. And that gives us a real head start at trying to get a handle
on some of these things.

YOU CAN LEARN MORE AT INVASIVEPSECIESINFO.GOV.



FOR THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 1°M PAT O”LEARY.



