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FEATURE – USDA TEACHES CHILDREN ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
INTRO: U-S-D-A went to a Washington D-C elementary school to help teach children 
about the environment. The U-S-D-A’s Bob Ellison has more. (1:30) 
 
U-S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS WENT TO A WASHINGTON 
D-C SCHOOL AS PART OF NATIONAL STEWARDSHIP WEEK TO HELP TEACH 
CHILDREN ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT. U-S-D-A NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE CHIEF DAVE WHITE TOLD BRENT ELEMENTARY 
FIRST GRADERS ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP. 
 
Dave White, Chief, USDA NRCS: So what we are trying to do is save this Earth and 
make it better for those of us who live here and for the ones that come after us. 
 
WHITE SAYS THE SCHOOL VISIT IS PART OF A LARGER EFFORT TO HELP 
CHILDREN AND ALL AMERICANS UNDERSTAND THEIR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH NATURE.  
 
White: What we’re trying to do is teach them a little about agriculture. That corn doesn’t 
come from a can. That food doesn’t come from the grocery store. It comes from the soil. 
And to try to talk to them a little about agriculture and the role farmers play in our lives 
as well as the environmental protection they produce. 
 
U-S-D-A IS PARTNERING WITH OTHER GROUPS AND PARENTS WORKING TO 
PRESERVE NATURE IN CITIES LIKE THE GROUNDS OF BRENT ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL. 
 
Jaqueline Emanuel, Parent, Washington, D.C.: It really is a community resource. Most 
schoolyards are used seven days a week, three hundred sixty five days a year. When you 
have a very hospitable and open green space for the students that also means it’s a 
resource for the community. 
 
Krysta Harden, CEO, National Association of Conservation Districts: There’s a lot more 
green space than people really realize and we want them to be just as active in protecting 
their green space in an urban area as you are in a rural area. In some ways it’s more 
important because you have the dense population. 
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