USDA SCIENCE COUNCIL

CHARTER

L. PURPOSE

The USDA Science Council facilitates and supports cross-Department coordination and
collaboration among all USDA agencies. The Council will advise the Secretary and Chief
Scientist on the priorities for USDA’s science agenda, reflecting the high priority issues
impacting all aspects of United States food, agricuiture, natural resources, energy, and
communities, The Department began as a science mission agency in 1862 and science
continues to be an important component of nearly every enterprise in the Department.
Scientific discovery, technological breakthroughs and innovation remain indispensable to
achieving the Secretary of Agriculture’s and the Administration’s science and technology
priorities. Ensuring that science informs policy and program decisions across the

department demands close coordination and cooperation.

i 'OBJECTIVES

‘The Science Council will:
1. Support the Chief Scientist in promoting inter-agency cooperation and collaboration on
scientific and technological research in order to break down silos and leverage the

department’s resources. This includes:
a) Encouraging agencies to develop unified approaches to data collection, etc.;

b} Creating incentives for agencies to more readily exchange information at the

beginning, middie and end stages of their scientific and technical research in

a way that invites input;

2. Recommend to the Chief Scientist areas for scientific research that will support the

Secretary’s and Administration’s priorities.

12/3/10




Disseminate and promote the research activities of USDA to their respective agencies to

3.
ensure that the best sclence is available for decision making, In

4. Provide feedback to REE and other research agencies regarding the effectiveness of
research programs on missions of the Department. This includes encouraging them to
consider the needs of their customers {internal and external) and developing the data,
methodologies and tools to measure the outcomes of our work.

5. Provide advice to the Secretary of Agriculture and the Chief Scientist of USDA on issues

that require or involve scientifi¢c research within the Department.

6. Enhance the visibility of USDA as a premier Science agency.

Conduct other science related duties as requested by the Secretary, the Chief Scientist

or as decided by the Council.

I SPONSORSHIP

The Office of the Chief Scientist will provide administrative support for the Council. An

executive secretary will prepare an agenda and keep records of the activities of the Council.

Members of the Council will consist of USDA employees who serve without

compensation beyond their regular salaries; thus, there will be no cost of operation.

v, MEMBERSHIP
The Chair will be the USDA Chief Scientist.

The Council shall be composed of members from each of the seven USDA mission areas,
including Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services; Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services;
Food Safety; Marketing and Regulatory Programs; Natural Resources and the Environment;
Research, Education, and Economics; and Rural Development. It will also include

representation from four staff offices, including the Office of Budget and Program Analysis,

12/3/10




Office of Departmental Management, Office of the Chief Economist, and Office of the
General Counsel,

Membership will be comprised of the Under Secretary {or his or her delegate) for each

mission area and a delegate from each member staff office.

V. COUNCIL OPERATIONS
The Council will meet a minimum of four {4) times per year.

Each member can invite two non-members to accompany the member to Council
meetings. if a member cannot attend a scheduled meeting, a replacement who is

positioned to make decisions on behalf of the member may be sent.

Meeting notifications, agendas, and notes will be compiled by the executive

secretary from the Office of the Chief Scientist, and distributed to all members.

The Council will develop recommendations to be presented to the Secretary and the

Chief Scientist on high priority science issues.

This charter shall be evaluated and updated every two vears or as members deem

appropriate,

vl BECISION-MAKING PROTOCOL -
The Chair {Chief Scientist) will lead the meetings, but will not participate in forming -

recommendations.

Recommendations of the Council will be determined by consensus so long as 70% of

the members are in attendance. If a member is absent, a designated representative

from the same member organization may participate.

Each member organization will have one vote/opinion,
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VH.

VIl

SUBCOMMITTEES
Subcommittees may be created as necessary to further effect the Council’s purpose

and objectives.

RELATIONSHIPS

The Science Council advises the Secretary and Chief Scientist of the USDA.
Other scientific bodies from USDA or outside of USDA may be invited to make
specific presentations and/or to describe their activities and relevant findings to the

Science Council. This will serve to inform the Council about scientific activities

throughout the Department and will build relationships with these other scientific

bodies.
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