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(August 26) 
 

STILL SOME UNCERTAINY ABOUT IRENE 
     Even though a specific path is not yet known, people do know to get out of the way of this hurricane 
trekking up the Atlantic Coast.   
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16073 

 
---------------------------------------- 

FLOODING MAY BE LEGACY OF IRENE TO SOME 
     The already saturated Northeast may experience areas of flooding depending on the scope of 
Hurricane Irene. 
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16074 

 
---------------------------------------- 

FEED COST SAVINGS AND TIPS CATTLE PRODUCERS SHOULD REMEMBER 
     An Extension expert says it is as easy as using twelve words and phrases for cattle producers to 
remember how to save costs on feed.  Eldon Cole of University of Missouri Extension offers tips to save 
money on hay, forage and costs.   
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16015 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16017 
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(August 25) 
 

THE LANDING POINT OF IRENE IN THE UNITED STATES 
     It appears right now that the Outer Banks region of North Carolina will be where Hurricane Irene is 
likely to make its first U.S. landfall.  Meantime, a previous hurricane shows what might be in store for the 
Outer Banks of North Carolina when Hurricane Irene visits this weekend. 
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16069 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16068 
 

---------------------------------------- 
USDA PREPARING FOR HURRICANE RESPONSE 

     Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack talked about how the government is preparing to respond to 
hurricane Irene and how residents in the path of the storm can prepare as well.  
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16065 

 
---------------------------------------- 

THINKING ABOUT AN EMERGENCY KIT BEFORE THE EMERGENCY 
     Planning ahead of time is important when establishing a kit of essential information, documents, and 
cash-on-hand needed when a disaster strikes.  Having emergency cash on hand is important says Carol 
Young of Kansas State University.  Young reminds that there are times in an emergency that cash via a 
bank is not readily available, which is why setting up an emergency cash fund is important. 
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16030 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16028 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16029 

 
---------------------------------------- 

USDA OFFERS FOOD SAFETY TIPS IN ADVANCE OF HURRICANE IRENE 
     The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is issuing 
recommendations for residents in states that might be affected by Hurricane Irene to minimize the 
potential for foodborne illnesses in the event of power outages, flooding, and other problems that could be 
associated with the storm.  
     "Hurricanes not only pose dangers to people's physical safety, but the resulting power outages and 
other effects of hurricanes also can affect the safety of the food people may rely upon after hurricanes 
strike," says FSIS Administrator Al Almanza.  "The American public should be aware of things they can do 
to protect the safety of their food before and after natural events."  
     An FSIS Public Service Announcement (PSA), available in 30- and 60-second versions, illustrates 
practical food safety recommendations for handling and consuming foods stored in refrigerators and 
freezers during and after a power outage. Consumers are encouraged to view the PSA at: 
www.fsis.usda.gov/news/Food_Safety_PSA.  FSIS's YouTube channel, 
www.youtube.com/user/USDAFoodSafety, provides a video in English and Spanish titled "Food Safety 
During Power Outages." The channel also includes the SignFSIS video in American Sign Language titled 
"Food Safety During a Power Outage."  Food Safety at Home podcasts regarding food safety during 
severe weather, power outages, and flooding are available on the FSIS website in English and Spanish at 
www.fsis.usda.gov/News_&_Events/Food_Safety_at_Home_Podcasts/index.asp.  Consumers with food 
safety questions can "Ask Karen," the FSIS virtual representative available 24 hours a day at 
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www.AskKaren.gov.  Podcasts and SignFSIS videos in American Sign Language featuring text-captioning 
are available online at www.fsis.usda.gov/news_&_events/multimedia.  
 
Contact: Bill Bagley 202-720-9113 
For More Story Info: http://www.usda.gov/newsroom 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16063 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16062 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16061 

 
(August 24) 
 

THE USDA HEADQUARTERS CLOSED TO ASSESS POSSIBLE  
STRUCTURAL DAMAGE FROM TUESDAY’S EARTHQUAKE 

IN WASHINGTON, DC 
 
(August 23) 
 

THE COUNTRY’S SEAT OF GOVERNMENT GETS  
ROCKED BY AN UNEXPECTED EARTHQUAKE 

     Gary Crawford and Rod Bain from the USDA Radio news team give their personal accounts of 
Tuesday's earthquake experience in Washington, D.C.  
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16057 

 
---------------------------------------- 

HURRICANE IRENE HEADS TO THE UNITED STATES 
     The question forecasters are asking is "Where is this hurricane going to hit in the U.S."?  Hurricane 
season in the Unite States hasn't amounted to much in recent memory, according to a USDA 
Meteorologist.  Hurricane Irene may offer some needed precipitation to drought stricken Atlantic Coast 
states even as it brings other problems.  Rippey talks about the impacts, good and bad, the ag areas of 
the Coastal Atlantic States might encounter as a result of an oncoming hurricane.  
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16051 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16052 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16053 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16054 

 
---------------------------------------- 

THE HEATWAVE CONTINUES TO GRIP THE SOUTHERN PLAINS 
     If it was not before, one could call the continuing heat wave in the Southern Plains a record. 

 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16056 
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(August 22) 
 

USDA ANNOUNCES RECIPIENTS OF CONSERVATION 
 INNOVATION GRANTS IN 40 STATES 

     The winning proposals for the 2011 Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) through the USDA's Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will receive a portion of the nearly $22.5 million being invested.  
The grants support pioneering efforts in conserving and protecting natural resources and enhancing 
agricultural productivity.   
     Projects will be carried out in 40 states.  Eight of the approved grants support development of 
conservation innovations in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and another eight focus on the Mississippi 
River Basin.  
     "We're announcing more than 52 grants today—these are 52 opportunities to help some of America's 
top agricultural and conservation institutions, foundations and businesses develop unique approaches to 
enhancing and protecting natural resources on agricultural lands," said Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack.  "The grants will help to spur creativity and problem solving to benefit conservation-minded 
farmers and ranchers. Everyone who relies upon the sustainability of our nation's natural resources for 
clean water, food and fiber, or their way of life, will benefit from these grants."  
     A summary of all proposals selected for a 2011 Conservation Innovation Grant is available at 
www.nrcs.usda.gov .  In addition to advancing innovations that address erosion prevention and other 
natural resource issues, the 2011 CIG award winners will demonstrate the effectiveness of new ways to 
reduce odors from poultry and livestock operations, reclaim mining lands, develop ecosystem markets 
and expand solar energy use on farms.  Grant winners pay 50 percent of project costs.  
 
Contact: USDA Office of Communications 202-720-4623 
For More Story Info: http://www.usda.gov/newsroom 

 
---------------------------------------- 

MORE LOANS AND GRANTS FOR RURAL BROADBAND PROJECTS 
     Even without stimulus money, the Agriculture Department is continuing to help finance scores of new 
rural broadband projects.  Thanks to the Community Connect program, a tornado-damaged Oklahoma 
town receives funding, while a Wyoming project creates up to 100 jobs.  They are among the 18 
recipients that will receive more than $103 million in funding for 23 projects to provide broadband services 
to unserved and underserved rural communities, both residential and commercial.   The program has 
been instrumental in providing broadband access to residents in remote areas and low-income 
communities many of which are plagued by persistent poverty.    
     "Without broadband, rural communities, agricultural producers and business owners face a substantial 
challenge," says Agriculture Secretary Tome Vilsack.  "These loans and grants will bring the benefits of 
broadband, including new educational, business and public health and safety opportunities, to residents 
living in some of the most remote parts of our Nation."  
     In addition to the Community Connect grants, Secretary Vilsack announced $90 million in loan funding 
for five broadband infrastructure projects.  Jonathan Adelstein, Administrator of the USDA's Rural Utilities 
Service, says that without high speed internet rural areas will have a hard time retaining their young 
people and competing in today’s fast growing technological world.  
     The infrastructure loans announced today are in addition to $192 million in loans Secretary Vilsack 
announced on July 27, 2011, through USDA Rural Development's Telecommunications Infrastructure 
Program.   For a complete list of the awardees, click here.  
 
Contact: USDA Office of Communications 202-720-4623 
For More Story Info: http://www.usda.gov/newsroom 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16045 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16046 
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---------------------------------------- 
ROAD GRADERS CAN SPREAD INVASIVE PLANTS 

     Preventing the spread of invasive plants and species is not limited to the responsibility of the public.   
There’s a correlation between the spread of invasive plant seed and road maintenance equipment.  Emily 
Rauschert of Penn State University Extension gives an example of how road maintenance equipment can 
help spread invasive plant species along forest and rural areas. 
 
For Radio Story: http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16048 
http://audioarchives.oc.usda.gov/radnewsdetail.asp?ID=16047 
 

 
For more agriculture news go to www.usda.gov and click Newsroom on the toolbar. 

Also, check out the USDA Blog 

   

  
 

FROM OUR RADIO SERVICE  
 

AGRICULTURE USA CD # 35.11 – If you want non mass-produced and marketed food products, you 
may want to consider taking a trip to your local farmers market.  In this Agriculture USA report Susan 
Carter takes us to a local market near Washington, DC where healthful food, fun, entertainment and 
social service benefits are available as one-stop shopping. 
 
CONSUMER TIME CD # 35.11 – Future Cars And Trucks Will Get Much Better Mileage. The Week Of 
Rural Economic Announcements. More Storms Mean More Need For NOAA Weather Radios. Forest 
Visitors Are Good For Local Economies. Emergency Cash Fund For A Disaster. 
 
AG UPDATE CD # 35.11 – Farmers Don’t Need Commercial Drivers Licenses. Record Number Of Cattle 
Going To Feedlots. FSA Farm Loans And Their Opportunities. Improving Sage Grouse Habitat In The 
West. Government Still Trying To Expand High Speed Internet Access.  
 
UPCOMING ON THE USDA RADIO NEWSLINE – August 30 – Farm Sector And Household Income 
Forecast (ERS); Crop Weather (WAOB). August 30 – Agricultural Prices Report (NASS); US Ag Trade 
Outlook (ERS). September 5 (NO NEWS LINE – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY).  These are USDA reports we 
know about in advance.  The Radio Newsline carries many stories every day that are not listed in 
this lineup. 
  

Access the Radio Newsline at 202-720-6776, 5PM ET or go to www.usda.gov, click on 
Newsroom at top of page, scroll down on right side of page to Radio and TV. 
Then click on Daily Radio News Service or Weekly Radio Feature Service. 

Questions on USDA Radio’s Features, fax name, station, and address to 202-690-2165. 
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FROM OUR TELEVISION SERVICE  
 

President Obama and Agriculture Secretary Tour Iowa  
 

President Barrack Obama and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack toured Iowa to hear the economic 
concerns of residents and to tell them about the importance and potential of rural America  

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djssxcJ-bWs&feature=channel_video_title  

 A new TV feature is available on the USDA FTP site    
Filename: obama vilsack iowa   

 
 Download instructions:   

 The host: ftp://ocbmtcmedia.download.akamai.com    
  User name: usdanews  

Password:  Newscontent1   
The new file is in QuickTime Movie (H.264), MPEG 4, MPEG2 and HDV    
Please email bob.ellison@usda.gov if you have problems or suggestions  

Also, use this free ftp client if you have problems 
http://filezilla-project.org/download.php?type+client 

 
 

OFF MIKE 
 

THE EAST COAST WEATHERS TWO NATURAL EVENTS, ONE BEING THE EARTH SHAKING – 
First it was the 5.8 Richter scale earthquake that rocked several states along the East Coast up to 
Canada.  Rhonda Garrison (Southern Farm Network – Raleigh, North Carolina www.sfntoday.com) says 
they felt the earthquake from the Piedmont to the coast on Tuesday.  The USDA headquarters was 
closed early Tuesday and was shut down Wednesday for structural assessment.  Schools in the Nation’s 
Capitol were also evacuated, along with the Pentagon and other government buildings where in some 
cases there was superficial damage. 
     My husband says our house in Washington, DC shook to where he thought the noise and movement 
was from the roof caving in, but there seemed to be no damage thankfully.  My son who’s in school in 
Greensboro, North Carolina says he and his friends felt the ground shake, but everything was ok.  I also 
spoke with students in Norfolk, Virginia near the epicenter of the quake and they reported that books fell 
off shelves.  There were no injuries and all is well. 
 
DAYS LATER THE SKIES ALONG THE EAST COAST OPENED UP – Hurricane Irene was slated to 
touch down on the Carolinas.  This had folks in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, 
Maine, Virginia and Massachusetts, who were in direct line of the storm bracing in the days after the 
earthquake for the wrath of Irene.  Although I didn’t have to hunker down, I felt the impact all the way in 
triple digit temperature Houston, Texas.  Friday my Saturday flight back to the District of Columbia was 
cancelled and rescheduled by the airline for a Tuesday departure, sidelining me for a few days.  It’s a 
good thing I aired on the side of reason by opting not to travel the first leg of my trip to Atlanta for my 
scheduled layover.  Otherwise, I could have been stranded in Hartsfield-Jackson Airport one of the 
busiest in the country, for several days until flight delays along the hurricane’s path were lifted. 
 
THE SOUTH GETS SLIGHT RAINFALL; TRIPLE DIGIT TEMPERATURES CONTINUE – The drop in 
the bucket rain was a mere tease to Texas and did nothing to put a dent in the state’s extensive drought 
and massive heat.  During my visit this week to Prairie View A&M University an agriculture-economics 
professor told me the state has lost its entire corn crop and nearly all the cotton crop.  Alfred Banks says 
this is the worst drought he’s seen in his 30 years teaching at PVAMU.  He predicts that it will take a 
minimum of two years for farmers, ranchers and producers to even begin recovering from Mother 
Nature’s rule.  “It’ll take at least 5 inches of rainfall before the land surface will see any significant 
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change.”  Banks says there have been three risk management events held this summer to assist with 
improving farm operations, but those events turned into ‘how to deal with the drought’ sessions with 60+ 
standing room only crowds. 

100+ degrees outside temperature reading from gauge in my rental car  
  
DRY, DRY, DRY – That’s how Curt Lancaster (Texas Farm Bureau Media – Waco, Texas  
http://www.txfb.org/Radio/radionetwork.aspx) describes the scene during his time off on the coast of 
Texas.  Lancaster says, “Growing up in west Texas I was used to dry weather, but this takes the cake.  
Except for the trees the pasture land looks like the dead of winter.”  One of the places he visited is where 
producers were making hay because that will be in large demand for cattle producers. 
     Meantime, like Professor Banks, Lancaster says for the most part cotton harvest is history on the 
coastal plains.  “I did see some isolated fields of good cotton about an hour east of San Antonio.  One of 
the biggest concerns now is drinking water.  There are a lot of rural communities that depend on surface 
reservoirs or water wells and these supplies are drying up.  I’ve heard it said for years that one of these 
days the battle would not be for oil it would be for water.  That time could be close at hand.” 
     Just about every Texas farmer, rancher or producer is praying for a large tropical system, hopefully 
with no damage, but plenty of rain to make its way to the Texas coast.  “We’re getting acclimated to some 
degree to the triple digit temperatures.  We’ve had over 60 days of 100+ degree heat and I will probably 
grab a sweater if the daytime temp gets below 90.”  At least 25 of those days have been consecutive. 
 
 

***** 
Broadcasters if you have any humanitarian or community service events  

you’d like to share please forward to susan.carter@oc.usda.gov.  
We love to hear about what you’re doing and 

share it with others in the farm broadcaster family.  
  

From all of us to all of you ... thank you for what you do 
 
 

 

 

 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or  

call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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