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Louisiana Fast Facts - 2015

State’s Child Poverty Rate: 27.3%
State’s Overall Poverty Rate: 20.6%
StrikeForce State Since: 2015
Number of StrikeForce Parishes: 44
Total Outreach Events: 45
Number of Community Partners: 30
Total USDA Projects: 4,202
Total USDA Investment: $524 million
Contacts

Contact us to be a partner, or to learn
more about StrikeForce opportunities:

Tim.Landreneau@la.usda.gov
(318) 473-7759

Congressional Inquiries:
(202) 720-7095

Media Inquiries:
(202) 720-4623

Some of Our StrikeForce
Community Partners

Campti Field of Dreams

LSU AgCenter

Southern University AgCenter
Morehouse Black Farmers Association
Rapides Community Ministries
Trailblazer RC&D

Acadiana RC&D

Capital Region RC&D

Louisiana State Association of Cooper-

atives
Southern Rural Development Center

Louisiana Department of Agriculture
and Forestry

StrikeForce Initiative for Rural Growth and Opportunity

LOUISIANA

Currently, 85 percent of our country’s persistent poverty counties are in rural
America. More than one third of rural Americans, and one in four rural children
live in poverty. Kids growing up in families earning twice the poverty threshold
are nearly three times as likely as other children to have poor health, are more
likely to finish two fewer years of school, and are more likely to earn half as much
money in their adult lives.

Growing the economy by investing in rural communities and increasing
opportunities for families is key to our Nation’s future. In 2010, Secretary Vilsack
established USDA’s StrikeForce Initiative for Rural Growth and Opportunity to
address the specific challenges associated with rural poverty. Since then,
StrikeForce teams have collaborated with more than 1,500 community partners
and public entities to bring targeted assistance to rural areas experiencing chronic
poverty.

These efforts have invested more than $23.5 billion to create jobs, build homes,
feed kids, assist farmers and conserve natural resources across more than twenty
states. In 2016, StrikeForce expanded to include Florida, Missouri, Montana, and
Ohio. Now, USDA StrikeForce teams will operate in 970 counties in 25 states
and Puerto Rico. Each StrikeForce project is a commitment to America’s
economic future.

StrikeForce At Work

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Office of
the Assistant Secretary of Civil Rights (OASCR) entered into an agreement with
KIPP New Otleans Schools for the purpose of constructing a high tunnel
structure on the campus of the school. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on
the campus of Carter G. Woodson to commemorate the development of the new
USDA school garden. Dr. Joe Leonard, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, and
Kevin Notton, State Conservationist in Louisiana, were in attendance.

KIPP New Otleans Schools is a Louisiana non-profit organization dedicated to
empowering students with the knowledge and skill they need to become
successful in college and beyond. The organization is part of the national
Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) network of schools. KIPP alumni graduate
from college at a rate over four times higher than the expected rate for students
with similar demographics. There are ten KIPP schools in New Otleans serving
over 4,000 students in grades K-12. KIPP Central City Academy opened in 2007
and serves 420 students in grades 5-8.

Seasonal high tunnels help extend local growing seasons and can help bring
locally grown vegetables to urban and suburban areas. This partnership will
provide educational, hands-on, and outreach opportunities to the 420 middle
school students of KIPP Central City Academy in New Otleans. The school’s
new high tunnel structure at the Carter G. Woodson campus will help students
develop an understanding of the importance and value of growing fresh produce
in a school setting.
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4,202 Projects in 2015 = $524 Million Invested
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