
FEATURE – VILSACK TALKS FARM ECONOMY WITH LAWMAKERS 
 
INTRO:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack went to Capitol Hill to talk to 
lawmakers about the state of the U-S farm economy. The USDA’s Bob Ellison 
has more. (1:22) 
 
AGRICULTURE SECRETARY TOM VILSACK TOLD THE U-S HOUSE 
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE THAT THE U-S FARM ECONOMY IS DOING 
WELL. HOWEVER, SOME LAWMAKERS EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A BUST FOLLOWING THE RECENT ECONOMIC BOOM 
FOR AGRICULTURE. 
 
Rep. Frank Lucas R-OK: Are you concerned about price stability in the 
commodities?  
Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary:  One of the things that is driving the current 
increase in prices is the growing global demand.  
Recent data tells us that U.S. farm exports have reached an all time high in 
calendar year twenty ten. That combined with our efforts and others to try to 
increase agricultural productivity not just in the United States but globally should 
help us encourage greater stability in the market. 
 
AND VILSACK ADDED MORE U-S AG EXPORTS ARE HEADING OVERSEAS. 
 
Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary: The trade numbers just published show that 
for calendar year two thousand and ten China was our number one export 
market edging out Canada and accounting for a little over fifteen percent of 
exports. 
 
BUT VILSACK SAID THE GOOD ECONOMIC TIMES FOR FARMERS HAVE 
BEEN SOMEWHAT MUTED BY HIGH INPUT COSTS. 
 
Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary: Expenses are also increasing, especially 
prices of farm origin inputs like livestock and feed, the price of energy and 
operating costs. 
 
IN WASHINGTON D-C FOR THE U-S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, I’M 
BOB ELLISON. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BONUS SOUNDBITES: 
 
Secretary Vilsack states his concern over the aging and shrinking U.S. farm 
population and that will affect the U.S. agriculture. 
 
 
Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary: The challenge that I’m concerned about isn’t 
so much price stability as it is actually who is going to be on the farm to produce 
the crops that are necessary. In our lifetime we’ve gone from fifteen percent of 
our population being on the farm to now being less than one percent. 
 
Conservation Reserve Program supporter Rep. Collin Peterson asked about 
suitable farmland going back into production while environmentally sensitive land 
coming out of production. 
 
Rep. Collin Peterson, D-MN: What is coming out is probably land that is more 
suitable to be farmed and what is going in is stuff that maybe shouldn’t be 
farmed.  
Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary:: I think your observation is accurate, which is 
that a lot of the land that was put into the program a number of years ago 
perhaps is better suited for crop production and what is going in because of the 
nature of the program and the nature of the scoring system is environmentally 
sensitive and land that probably ought not to be farmed. 
 
Secretary Vilsack assured lawmakers he would push for more trade deals for 
U.S. farm products. 
 
Tom Vilsack, Agriculture Secretary: I look forward to making a strong effort in the 
Korea Free Trade Agreement, which I hope will be before this body very soon. 
There are still a few details that have to be worked out on Columbia and Panama 
if they are I’ll be more than happy to be supportive because of the impact that 
those agreements will have on agriculture. 
 


