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USDA.gov Launches New Design 

On January 12th, Secretary Veneman announced the launch 
of the re-designed USDA Web site, www.usda.gov.  In her 
address to the American Farm Bureau Federation’s annual 
meeting, Veneman stated that the new look and feel will make 
the Department’s Web site more powerful and improve public 
access to USDA information.  Additionally, the Secretary 
promised, “The new look will be followed by improved 
functionality.  We will continue adding features for users, 
culminating in August with the launch of ‘MyUSDA.gov’ to 
provide a customized version of the USDA homepage for 
individual users based on their unique needs.”  
 

Web Presence Creates Style Guide Standards 

On January 8th, USDA formally released the draft USDA 
Web Style Guide to Department Webmasters.  This 
comprehensive document provides detailed information such 
as color palette options, font sizes, image specifications and 
design templates for a variety of Web pages.  Agencies and 
staff offices have been given time to review and provide 
feedback on the Style Guide.  Since then, the Style Guide 
has been updated and modified according to comments and 
suggestions received from the internal USDA Web 
community.  Version 1.0 of the Style Guide has been 
published for agencies to use.   

Additionally, individual meetings with all agency and staff 
office Webmasters and functional leaders are currently 
taking place to begin discussions on applying the guidelines 
set forth in the Style Guide and on migrating the new look 
and feel to all USDA Web sites and Web-based Applications.  

How Does the Web Presence Initiative Affect You? 

The Web Presence design standards will impact all USDA 
Web sites and Web-based applications.  As such, OCIO has 
created a number of resources to assist agencies and staff 
offices with this transition.  As mentioned above, a 
comprehensive Style Guide has been published which 
provides detailed information and design templates for a 
variety of Web pages.  Agencies and staff offices will also be 
able to utilize HTML templates and Cascading Style Sheets 
in their development efforts.  OCIO is developing a 
recommended timeframe for agencies to follow in their 
efforts to comply with the new standards.  The team also 
intends to create standards-based templates as common 
assets in USDA's Web Content Management System to  

simplify Web page development.  Throughout the coming 
weeks, the Web Presence team will hold meetings with 
each agency and staff office to discuss how the Style 
Guide will affect their Web sites and Web-based 
applications.  These sessions will allow agencies to learn 
more about the new design and review all available 
templates and other resources. 

eDeployment Product Assessment Update 

Over the past several months, representatives from USDA’s 
agencies and staff offices evaluated the portal, Web content 
management and document/records management products 
planned for the eDeployment enterprise solutions.  This 
exercise resulted in a set of product recommendations that 
were delivered to USDA Chief Information Officer (CIO), 
Scott Charbo.  With the completion of this phase, the 
eDeployment initiative is now turning its focus toward the 
acquisition and implementation of these enterprise-wide 
services. 

The next steps of the eDeployment initiative include making 
the new tools available for agencies to train their developers 
and create reusable assets such as Web content 
management templates using the new enterprise tools. The 
eDeployment team is working on a second release of the 
usda.gov Web site that is targeted for release on the new 
USDA portal in Jun and preparing for the development, 
testing and launch of the August 2004 release that will utilize 
the USDA’s enterprise Web content management service. 
That service will allow non-technical users to contribute 
content to the Web using form-based templates. 

Subsequent releases of the eDeployment tools, soon to 
follow, will support the development, testing and release of 
agency and strategic business applications.  New operations 
and support services will be introduced to provide assistance 
in areas such as training, change management, applications 
support, help desk and communications for agencies.   

For more information or questions, contact 
the eGovernment – eDeployment Team at: 

 Phone:  (202) 720-6144 
 eMail:  egov@usda.gov 
 Web:  www.egov.usda.gov 
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