TO:

eGovernment Working Group Representatives

FROM:
Chris Niedermayer



Associate Chief Information Officer, eGovernment

SUBJECT:
Initial Business Gateway Portal Requirements

As you know, one of the 21 Presidential Initiatives USDA supports is the Business Gateway initiative.  The Business Gateway initiative is a government-wide effort to reduce the burden on citizens, businesses, and government associated with government forms. There are two parts to the Business Gateway: 

1. E-Forms Catalog- A single electronic forms catalog, containing all GPEA compliant forms across the federal government. 

The first phase of the government-wide E-Forms Catalog is close to formal launch.  This phase of the E-Forms Catalog focused on providing one stop shopping for all citizen and business -facing forms.  The E-Forms Catalog links to existing agency forms systems and websites.

2. The Business Gateway (BG) Portal. The BG Portal will be the single access point for all the government services and information needed to start, run, and grow a business.  The Business Gateway will provide businesses with the tools to find information, comply with government laws and regulations, and receive assistance much more rapidly that they can today.  

The major effort is the Business Gateway Portal:  Development of one central website for businesses to gather all information on relevant federal laws and regulations, financial assistance, and procurement; receive entrepreneurial development advice.

USDA was required by the OMB Budget Passback to populate the E-Forms Catalog by providing links to existing agency websites.  Phase 1 work was completed on February 28, and was based on the GPEA baseline created by your agency GPEA coordinators.

We now need your assistance to complete the initial development of the Business Gateway Portal.  Please work with your agency webmaster to review the eight Business.gov pages attached and provide your agency links, adding additional categories and links where required to best represent guidance or information your agency currently provides to businesses.  This is an initial call for data.  We request that this information by completed no later than April 30, 2004 in order to meet Office of Management and Budget (OMB) requirements, we request that this information be completed and submitted to Marty.Mitchell@usda.gov .

Please feel free to contact Marty Mitchell at (202) 720-8109 if you require additional assistance related to the Business Gateway Portal data call.
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cc:  Agency Heads
