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Vision: Agricultural production and natural 
resources maintained and strengthened under 
increasing climate variability and climate 
change 

Mission: To develop and deliver science-based, 
region-specific information and technologies 
to agricultural and natural resource managers 
that enable climate-smart decision-making 

 

 





USDA Regional Hubs will provide… 

• Technical Support 

• Assessments and Forecasts 

• Outreach and Education 



USDA Assets 

• 2000 offices across the U.S. staffed by service agencies (NRCS, 
RD, FSA, Forest Service) 

• Support county extension agents (NIFA and LGU’s) 
• Intramural research capacity (ARS, ERS and FS R&D) – 30 years 

of climate science ; > 100 years of research in agriculture and 
forestry -- $ 100 million investment 

• Extramural research support – NIFA CAP grants 
• Legislatively-established relationship with Land grant 

universities 
• Two legislatively required resource assessment processes 
• Tools -- SnoTel; NIDIS; Web Soil Survey; SCAN; FIA; LTER/ LTAR/ 

NEON, etc. 
• Implement practices on National Forests and through NRCS 

conservation programs 
 



Technical Support 

• Test and deliver new management practices 
with farmers, ranchers and forest 
landowners 

• Provide coordinated technical support 

• Support R&D and innovation partnerships 

• Develop suites of strategies for stakeholder 
use 

• Develop and deliver new system for 
sustainable agricultural production and 
increased ecosystem resilience 

 



Assessments and Forecasts 

• Periodic regional assessments – upward 
support to NCA 

• Through NOAA MOU, provide usable and 
accessible regional data and climate change 
forecast services 

• Analyze economic impacts of exposure to 
climate –induced risks   [ERS] 

• Information delivery system 



Outreach and Education 
 • Provide outreach and extension to 

stakeholders through LGUs/ Extension/ 
USDA service agencies 

• Educate natural and agriculture resource 
managers on climate change science and 
affects 

• Develop and provide information to the 
public 



USDA Regional Hubs will… 

• Function as a network of USDA facilities and with  
partners and other stakeholders both within a Region 
and across Regions 

• Provide coordinated technical support to USDA 
conservation, agriculture, and natural resource 
programs to ensure continued delivery of USDA 
services in the face of climate change. 

• Integrate research, development and 
application….operationalize our science! 

• Utilize USDA service agencies, the Cooperative 
Extension Service system, and other parties to deliver 
tools and information to respond to risk   



Establishing the Regional Hubs 
• Use an internal USDA RFA process to select Hub 

location- location will be at an USDA facility 
and with an USDA Principal Investigator 

• Initial coordination through USDA  Climate 
Change Program Office (CCPO) 

• Incorporate Hub partnership with NOAA into 
updated MOU subsidiary agreement 

• Identify and establish a mechanism for national 
coordination of Regional Hubs 



Next Steps 

June – Secretary Launch USDA Regional Hubs 

June, 2013 – Announce RFA 

June – July – Outreach to partners and 
stakeholder groups 

July – August – Develop governance guidance 

September/ October, 2013 – Select Regional 
Hubs 

 



Review Process 

• Two part process: 

– Administrative requirements 

– Technical merits 

• Review panel: 

– USDA mission areas: REE, RD, FFAS, NRE and OCE-
CCO 

– Other Federal agency reps: e.g. NOAA, USGS, CEQ 


