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Innovative energy technologies, advanced bio-based production and material-to-market systems continue to strengthen the bioeconomy. Bio-based materials and fuels are promising substitutes for hydrocarbons in energy and manufacturing processes, but the emerging bioeconomy needs favorable market conditions and a coordinated energy and industrial policy to realize its potential. At this point in the industry's maturation, it is critical to take stock of where the industry has been successful, what it has accomplished, and how it can become more integrated in the future.
 
To realize economic development, energy security, and environmental goals, policies must be adaptive to the rapidly changing marketplace and account for implications of volatile oil prices, shale gas, and policy uncertainties, while also strengthening risk-mitigation strategies. A comprehensive approach is required; one that grows both the demand and supply sides of the bioeconomy, while recognizing the complementarity among bio-based fuels for transportation, heating and electricity-and biochemicals. Expert economists and industry leaders ponder on critical issues and then take a deep-dive into an industry success story.
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Bioeconomy History, Situation, and Key Policy Drivers. - Jim Lane, Biofuels Digest
Panel Presentations on Markets, Growth Obstacles, Risks, and Policy Options for the Future - Moderated by Jim Lane, Biofuels Digest
· Wallace Tyner, Purdue University - What are the implications of contemporary energy and agricultural market conditions for the bioeconomy?
· Mark J. Riedy, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP - What are the obstacles to growing the bioeconomy? What are the energy and industrial policies needed to move forward?
· Madhu Khanna, University of Illinois - What are the challenges to a sustainable bioeconomy? What are the agricultural and environmental policies needed to achieve sustainability?
· Dennis Hall, Ohio State University - What are the paths for moving forward?

Moderated Case-Study Panel on Aviation Fuels Successes - Moderated by Harry Baumes, USDA Office of the Chief Economist, Office of Energy Policy and New Uses 
· Steve Csonka, Commercial Aviation Alternative Fuels Initiative
· Jason Bergtold, Kansas State University - PPT
· Joseph Bryan, Department of the Navy Energy Office
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Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, Office of the Chief Economist, USDA (OEPNU USDA)
Council on Food, Agriculture and Resource Economics (CFARE)
Advanced Bioeconomy Leadership Conference (ABLC)
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Harry Baumes, Director, Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, Office of the Chief Economist, USDA

James Duffield, Economist, Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, Office of the Chief Economist, USDA

Dennis Hall, Director of the Ohio Bioproduct Innovation Center (OBIC), Ohio State University 

Gal Hochman, Associate Professor, Rutgers University

Madhu Khanna, Professor of Agricultural Economics, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Jeffrey Steiner, Associate Dean for Research, College of Agricultural Sciences, Colorado State University

Shellye Suttles, Economist, Economist Research Service, USDA

Wallace Tyner, Professor of Agricultural Economics, Purdue University

Irene Xiarchos, Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, Office of the Chief Economist, USDA (Co-Chair)

Caron Gala, Council on Food, Agriculture and Resource Economics (Co-Chair)
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