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Mr. Van Kauwenbergh assumed duties as principal scientist and leader, IFDC Phosphate Research and Resource Initiative in 2009. Prior to this position, Mr. Van Kauwenbergh was the principal scientist and program leader of the Fertilizer Technology Program of the Research and Development Division; coordinator of the Engineering and Technology Program of IFDC’s Outreach Division; senior specialist of the Geology, Engineering and Technology Program; program manager of the Nutrient Characterization and Production Program; and the IFDC mineralogist/petrographer. Mr. Van Kauwenbergh has been with IFDC since 1984 and has provided technical assistance and/or training in projects for various United Nations organizations, the World Bank, foreign aid organizations, government agencies and private companies in Africa, Asia, Europe, South America and the United States. Mr. Van Kauwenbergh is author of the reference book Fertilizer Raw Material Resources of Africa (2006) and IFDC publication T-75, World Phosphate Rock Reserves and Resources (2010). He is also the author/co-author of over 175 articles, chapters in reference books and technical reports pertaining to various aspects of the utilization of phosphate rock, the mineralogy of apatite and other phosphate minerals, heavy metals in phosphate rock and fertilizer, clay mineralogy, carbonate mineralogy, the geology and mining of phosphate and other agromineral deposits, ammonium nitrate characterization and phosphate and nitrogen fertilizer processing. Mr. Van Kauwenbergh holds a B.S. degree (1977) in geology and biology from the University of Wisconsin and an M.S. degree in geology from the University of Akron. He also attended Indiana University.
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