John Nalivka
[bookmark: _GoBack]
John Nalivka was born and raised in Sheridan, Wyoming and earned a B.S. degree in Animal Science from the University of Idaho in 1976.  After working on large family-owned and corporate-owned ranches throughout the Western U.S., Nalivka entered graduate school at the University of Nevada and earned an M.S. degree in Agricultural and Resource Economics with emphasis on production economics and price analysis in 1984.    
From 1984 to 1986, Nalivka was an agricultural economist with the Economic Research Service of USDA in Washington, D.C. with primary responsibilities as a cattle industry analyst.   Nalivka often refers to his employment with USDA in Washington, D.C. while the 1984 Farm Bill was written as post-graduate education “in more ways than one.”  From 1986 until 1988, Nalivka was hired as a Market Information Specialist at Oregon State University and from 1988 until 1991 he held the position of Director of Research at the Helming Group in Overland Park, Kansas.  
In January 1991, Nalivka became a partner and Executive Vice President of Sterling Marketing, Inc. helping to develop the economic advisory services that Sterling Marketing offers today.  He purchased the firm in 1994 when he and his wife, Sheri, became sole owners. 
Nalivka is a member and consultant to the National Meat Association, the Idaho Cattle Association where he is serving his 8th year as chairman of the Marketing Committee.  Nalivka served on the Vale School Board for 6 years, serving as chairman for 2 years, and the Vale High School FFA Advisory Board for 6 years.  He is currently the Chairman of the Vale FFA Scholarship Foundation Board. 
Nalivka is also a principal in Land and Livestock Advisory Service LLC, a ranch resource management and advisory firm and a principal in Sterling Solutions, LLC, which provides source verification and traceability for the beef industry as a USDA approved Process Verified Program.
John and Sheri, have a daughter Susan, and two sons, Joe and Ross, all of whom are married.


