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Dr. Kappes is the ARS Deputy Administrator for Animal Production and 
Protection (APP) in the Office of National Programs.  The APP program includes 
animal production, animal health, entomology, aquaculture and animal well-
being research in cattle, pigs, sheep, horses, trout, catfish and salmon.  The 
APP staff also includes the ARS Biosafety Officer.    

Dr. Kappes recently served as a senior advisor for animal protection and 
production in the USDA Office of the Chief Scientist.  He had worked with USDA agencies on issues related to 
animal health and production, herbicide resistance, and biosafety and biocontainment in high and maximum 
biocontainment laboratories. 

Dr. Kappes has co-chaired a US Government interagency biosafety taskforce and is a co-chair of the National 
Science and Technology Council Subcommittee on Foreign Animal Disease Threats.  Dr. Kappes is a member 
of the USDA One Health Joint Working Group and he is working with USDA agencies and Food and Drug 
Administration to address issues on antimicrobial resistance.     

Dr. Kappes previous positions within ARS were a research scientist at the US Meat Animal Research Center, 
Clay Center, Nebraska, an ARS National Program Leader for the Food Animal Production national program and 
Director of the US Meat Animal Research Center. 


