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Colette Rihane serves as USDA’s lead Co-Executive Secretary to the 2015 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee (DGAC) and is the Director of the NGAD whose main functions include overseeing the process for developing the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, related policy and nutrition education initiatives, and ensuring consistency of Federal dietary guidance through the Dietary Guidance Working Group which she chairs.  Major activities performed in the NGAD, which she oversees, include development of USDA Food Patterns, updating of USDA’s four official Food Plans including the Thrifty Food Plan which forms the basis for SNAP allotments, releasing the annual Expenditures on Children by Families report, measuring diet quality through CNPP’s Healthy Eating Index, and providing technical expertise in response to inquiries made by consumers, the media and other professionals.  
Ms. Rihane has been with the USDA for 13 years--9 years as a Nutritionist in NGAD, serving as part of the Dietary Guidelines Management Team for the 2005 and 2010 DGA revision cycles and three years with the Food and Nutrition Service in the Office of Analysis Nutrition and Evaluation.  She also has eight years of hands-on clinical experience in nutrition counseling, evaluating nutrition status and providing medical nutrition therapy recommendations to patients across the entire lifespan, and has experience in managing various types of critical care and long-term care food service departments.  
Ms. Rihane holds a Master of Science degree in nutrition from the Texas Woman’s University and a Bachelor of Science degree in dietetics from The Florida State University.  She is a Registered Dietitian and a 22-year veteran of the United States Air Force medical specialties field, retired Chief Master Sergeant.

