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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Douglas Steele was appointed as Director of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service by The Texas A&M University System Board of Regents in November, 2012. AgriLife Extension is an education agency within the Texas A&M University System to “improve the lives of people, businesses, and communities across Texas and beyond through high quality, relevant education.” The Extension network consists of 250 county offices and 12 District Research‐Extension Centers supported by a long‐standing partnership of county, state and federal governments.

Prior to his current appointment, he was Vice President for External Relations and Director of Extension for Montana State University  from 2004 to 2012. Steele previously held Extension positions at Colorado State University, where he was assistant director and State 4‐H Program leader, and at Purdue University, where he served as an Extension specialist and assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction. From 1981 to 1992, he held various Extension positions within The Texas A&M University System.

Dr. Steele has been active on national Extension committees, serving as Chair of the Extension Committee on Organization and Policy (ECOP), Chair of the National 4‐H Congress Board of Directors, Trustee for National 4‐H Council and Co‐chair of the ECOP Marketing and Communications Task Force.

Some awards of distinction Dr. Steele has received include the Visionary Leadership Award, Epsilon Sigma Phi, Montana State University Extension; the F. A. Anderson Distinguished Service Award, Colorado State University; and the Superior Service Award, United States Department of Agriculture. Doug and his wife, Lori, reside in College Station, Texas and have four grown children.
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