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Mr. Phil Hogan - EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 
Development since November 1, 2014. 
 
Commissioner Hogan grew up on a farm in rural Kilkenny, in south-east 
Ireland.   From 1989 until he became Commissioner, he represented the 

Carlow/Kilkenny constituency in Dáil Éireann, the Irish Parliament, where he served in the Fine 
Gael Party shadow cabinet and as spokesman on Europe, on the food industry, on consumer 
affairs and on regional policy. 
 
Between 2011 and 2014, he served as Minister for the Environment and Local Government in the 
Irish Government of Prime Minister Enda Kenny TD.  During this time, he successfully 
implemented a broad-ranging agenda, including the biggest reform of local government since the 
foundation of the Irish State.   
 
He has also occupied various senior posts at local, national and European level, including 
President of the Council of EU Environment Ministers (2013), Chairman of the European 
People's Party of Environment Ministers (2012-14), National Director of Elections for the Fine 
Gael party (2010-11), Fine Gael Director of Organisation (2002-07), Chairman of Kilkenny 
County Council (1985 and 1998), Chairman of the Fine Gael Parliamentary Group (1995-2001) 
and Minister of State at the Irish Department of Finance (1994-95). 
 
Prior to his entry to politics, he established and subsequently directed an insurance and real estate 
business.  He also managed the family farm between 1981-83 and is a graduate of University 
College Cork, with a BA in Economics and Geography (1981).  
 

 

 


