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“Brittany the calves are hungry” these are words I heard frequently when I was five years old growing up on my family farm.  Farming has been in my family for generations, long before my parents were even born.  I grew up on a 72-acre dairy farm in Frederick County, Maryland.  My job on the farm when I was a little girl was to feed the baby calves their bottles every afternoon and to make sure they had plenty of hay and water.  Sometimes dad would let me go into the barn and watch them milk the cows.  I remember always going to the FFA Alumni meetings, community shows and the local FFA Alumni butchering.  I knew then that agriculture would be a part of my life forever.  

As I grew older I became involved in several agriculture related programs, such as 4H and FFA.  It was then that I became aware of how many opportunities there were in agriculture besides just farming.  When I first joined the National FFA Organization (formally known as Future Farmers of America), I thought that agriculture just involved farming.  Boy were my eyes opened, as I became more involved in the organization and came to know the mission of this organization which is “The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.”, my perspective soon changed.  I then began to use this mission as a part of future goals.  As an FFA member, I took on several leadership roles within the chapter and then became the 2005-2006 Maryland State FFA Treasurer.   When I was an officer I represented the state of Maryland and promoted what the organization represented and how it wasn’t just all “Cows and Plows.”  The FFA allowed me to explore different agriculture careers and helped me to choose which career I would like to pursue.  My first decision was to continue to promote agriculture as either an agriculture teacher/FFA Advisor or an Extension Educator, but then in my area where I am from Ag-Education was the thing that everyone was doing.  So I then thought about the promotion of an Agriculture business such as Monsanto or John Deere.  At the National Convention, they hold a large Career Show where Agriculture companies set up displays and promote their product or service.  I love to interact and meet new people and I thought that this would be an area that I would really like to be involved with.   So that’s what led me to major in Agriculture Business.  This would give me so many options to choose from within the Agriculture Industry from finance to marketing.  
Agriculture has always been a part of my life and I couldn’t dream of my life without agriculture in it.  Unfortunately, my dad sold the cows my freshman year of high school.   It was then that I realized that the family farm would not be in my future, so I had to come up with an alternative plan to remain involved in the Agriculture Industry.   Not many people realize that agriculture is an amazing industry, but I know for sure that I do!
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